
BACK HOME—This Robert-Morton console
and the organ it plays has been returned to
the city where it was originally heard. Now
it is a trifle larger than when it left there for
Meridian, Mississippi. The story of this in
strument appears on Page Seven. _____

THREATS.DEMANDS IGNORED BY
NATIONAL BOARD AT MEETING

Demands made by various chapters of the
American Theatre Society for the resignation
of the president, Richard R. Haight, and, in
thm, Haight's continued hassassing threat to
LATOS Chairman Ralph Beaudry demanding
his resignation all fell flat at the recent meet
ing of the National ATOS Board of Directors
that was held in Northern California on Feb.
7 and 8. Neither, apparently, was Tim
Needier censured for releasing the James' A
and B plans.

Details are lacking about the non-action
on chapter demands for Haight's resignation,
and Haight's demand for Beaudry's ousting,
hnd iit'remains to be seen what action will be
taken by those units that >te;que8ted the presi
dent's removal.
One thing the national officials did do was

sanction the James' bylaw revisions for sub
mission to the general membership. This is
to be accomplished at a meeting that has its
location in the Potomc JT Valley Chapter re
gion. The date was not learned.

Since their meeting, die national board
approved distribution of James' revisions. A
copy has been secured by The Console and
the changes are discussed in another story in
this issue. At best, the revisions point to the
infamous Plan B authored by James. There
are features or provisions oi die revisions that
in effect can reduce members to second-clas:
status.

*L. A. Nixes Any Dough Deal*
Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society Chair

man Eugene Davis was invited to attend the
national board session to present L. A's. side
of the problems that have been plaguing the
organization. Davis taped his session.
He reported to his board that national did

try to get the Los Angeles unit to pay for the
1979 convention deficit of $450 and suggest
ed the $700 fee involved in the name mix-uj
problem also be taken care of by the local
unit. Davis very explicitly refused to accepi
either bill and told the national board mem
bers that L. A. had costs related to the name
change mixup and that he felt botii sides
should take care of their own costs. He also

(Continued on Page 28)
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FAMED NEW YORK ORGAI^IST
^CASS^PARMENTIER DIES

EXPLORATORY SESSION HELD TO TALK
ABOUT NEEDS IN T.O.FIELD,AND TO -
DETERMINE IF NEED EXISTS FOR AN
ORGANIZATION TO SERVE PROFESSION
Four hours of discussion by such professionals as George

'Vright, Gaylord Carter, Rex Koury and Ann Leaf, organ
technicians, various representatives from other areas, and
Mike Coup, head of Wichita Theatre Organ,Inc., unfolded
Sunday,February ISth, at the residence of Neil Kissel in
San Gabriel, Calif. The session was organized by Ralph
Beaudry and Coup to determine if a need exists for some
type of organization to better serve the professional people
in the theatre organ field.

This meeting was arranged as an exploratory session
and each person present, by invitation, was given an -i'-
opportunity to voice thoughts and opinions on anything
that could contribute ideas or suggestions. There were
outspoken comments made about people, organs and or
gan groups which brought out various needs that are not

(Continued on Page Fouri

ASGAP-NAILS LATOS FOR ROYALTIES;
WILL GO AFTER ALL ORGAN GROUPS

Production costs of organ concerts, whether they are
sponsored by non-profit groups that offset the bills by
requesting "donations'^ or as full public concerts with
the sale of ticke.s advertised, are going to increase to

the extent of paying royalties to the
American Society of Composers, Au
thors and Publishers on all copyrighted
music played at organ concerts.
This new twist came to light late

this month when Tom O'Brien, of the
Los Angeles ASCAP office contacted
Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society
Program Chairman Don Wallace to
inform him that the royalties must
be paid. He had learned of LATOS
concert presentations through news
paper advertisements.
Wallace reported that he suggested

to the ASCAP man that LA events,
like others around the country, were

' — ^ presented on a non-profit basis. This
Ml IMRFR P explanation fell on deaf ears; the re-

■  y^Q 1 ply being that no matter what kind of
1 7O I an organization presents it, wherever

copyrighted music is played and ad-
RGAIN I ST mission is charged, non-profit dona-■p, I r-o tion or regular ticket sales, royalties

■l-J I FO (Continued on Page Four)
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■  Dr. C. A. J. "Cass" Parmentier, one of
the famous New York theatre organists during s WR I GMT TO OPEN ORGAN ^

!AT OAKLAND PARAMOUNT!
but was active in between periods of hospital- % George Wright has been named to;
ization and continued his enthusiasm for play- topen the Wurlitzer pipe organ now =
ing theatre pipe organs whenever the opportun- !being installed in the Paramount
ity presented ittelf. During the period of his j" Theatre for the Performing Arts inity presented ittelf. During the period of his j" Theatre for the Performing Arts in i
illness he underwent 26 separate operations. ^Oakland, Calif. Wright disclosed ;

In addition to playing organ, Cass Parmentie) this appointment during his concert ^
composed and arranged music. He is survived ' ^t the Great American Wind Mach- =
by his wife, Antonette, sen Victor and twogrand -t jne Feb. 9th. The dedicatibn event L
daughters. Further information about this fam- -will be held sometime during the =
ous artist will be "published in the March issue teeming Fall months.
of The Console.

COULD BE WATERED-DOWN PLAN B

NATIONAL BOARD OKAYS RELEALE OF JAMES' REV IS IONS
Distribution of the revisions to the national TOS bylaws, which were authored by

W, 'Tiny' James, was okayed to be sent to locrl chapters by the national officials this
month. Initial examination of the changes has prompted some members toapake'the
suggestion that several provisions can reduce general members down to second class
status and that if the b^daws are approved they will be a watered-down version of
James' Plan B. It will be recalled that the James' committee replaced the Ledwon
Bylaws Revision Committee and that James originally declared that the present set of
bylaws did not need revision.

It also has been learned that a general meetfng will be called soon and held within
, the Potomac Valley Chapter area. National board members apparently would not
chance having a meeting in other areas—Calfifomia, Chicago, and locations vvhere
various chapters have registered complaints over removal of Qie Ledwon committee—
for fear the adoption of the changes would be voted down.

As they read now, the changes do not follow the changes demanded by the general
meeting held during the 1979 national convention in Los Angeles; the board apparently
decided to bypass the mandate of this national membership meeting.

Brief examination of the proposed changes to be voted on shows (Cont. on Page 28)


