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REGINALD FOORT,DESIGNER OF FAMED
TRAVELING ORGAN,DIES IN FLORIDA

Reginald Foort, designer of the famous BBC /Foort Moller.or-

an that he had built to travel with throughout the United King
om, suffered a heart attack Wednesday evening, May 21st and
died the following day., He was 87.

The famous British organist had only recently returned from a
visit to Pasadena, Calif, , where he inspected and played the or-

gan he had originally designed to tour British provinces. At the
time of his departure he was invited to return with his wife as
house guests of Mr, and Mrs. Robert Hill, in Holl

His trip to Pasadena was arranged b\i:1
brought the organist to San Diego when the five manual organ
wasléi_;:sdicated in the Organ Power pizza parlor at Pacific Beach
in .

A Florida resident for the past 12 years, he had resided prior
tlgéhat time in Chicago since his arrival in the United States in

1.
ganist at the New York Paramount Theatre.

The last organ concert he attended was one presented by
Terry Charles at the Kirk of Dunedin. Foort was introduced to
the audience at this program, During the last week of May,the
two men were to have visited an installation of a new Baldwin
Cinema III electronic organ which reportedly has a console de-
signed similar to the British-made Compton organ consoles. It
was,of course, never accomplished due to his death,

A memorial service at the Church of the Good Shepherd was

followed by cremation. The noted organist is survived by his
wife, a son,Michael, a daughter, Betty A. Williams, and four
grandchildren.

" Following the Pasadena dedication, Foort was ‘asked if he

would write his opinion of the instrument in its new home
and send it from Florida for publication in The Console.

" This he did, shortly before his death, and the letter is pub-:
lished on Page Six of this issue. -
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TIME SUPPORTS SAVING MOVIE PALACES

Some years late in giving support to saving the great movie
palaces for future generations to marvel at and enjoy, Time
Newsmagazine, in its issue of May 5th, presented an interesting
feature bearing the title—"Lighting the Darkened Palaces" —
and coming out in support of saving the "marbled citadels of
fantasy and opulence,”

The article, which was illustrated with color views of Loew!
Valencia,New York City, Fox Theatre, Atlanta,Ohio Theatre,
Columbus, Savoy (B. F. Keith Memorials,Boston and the Aurora
Paramount, also menticned the three-day national symposium
on the "American Movie Palace'" that was held the week prev'-

L

ious week in Milwaukee at the Univer- (Continued on Page 16)‘

ood, and see
other tourist attractions as well as organs in Southern California
Sandy Fleet, who had also

Foort also spent other years in the U.S. when he was or-

LARSEN THE MAGN | F |CENT—Aided and abetted by the

superb Pasadena Civic Auditorium organ, Lyn Larsen presented an
outstanding concert Friday evening, May 23rd, that has brought him
an avalanche of congratulations, His concert on the five manual
organ is being hailed as the finest he has played todate. That is a
concert audience consensus, judging from the many individuals who
have gone out of their way to praise Larsen's highly musical collec-
tion of pop tunes, show tunes—both old and new—his lively salon
selections and exciting classical numbers, His artistry was also
manifest in the absolute refusal of his audience to let him leave the
console until he had played three encores, He ended the evening

:| taking the console down playing "With A Song In My Heart',

L A.CHAPTER CHAMPIONS FOR ALL NEW BOARD

-MEMBERS [N NATIONAL; GIVE NOD TO LEDWON;,

SKLENAR AND NEEDLER IN COMING ELECTION.

Los Angeles Chapter ATOS Chairman and Board of Directors ‘this
month sent a special letter to members suggesting that "Each year
four National Directors are elected by the membership and this year
there are three candidates running whom we believe must be elect-
ed if ATOS is to begin to progress as it should,"

"These candidates are JOHN LEDWON, RICHARD SKLENAR and
TIMOTHY S, NEEDLER," the letter continues.

A brief note about each man was given and it was also noted that
Needler and Sklenar, at their own expense,published an ad in the
current issue of Theatre Organ magazine outlining their goals for
National in their bid to win the vote of the mem%ership.

"It is your Board's view that changes must be made both in the
compesition of the National Board of (Continued on Page Three)

FORMER SHOWMAN,CONCERT PROMOTER ,CONGR

" Larsen's rousing rise on the five manual console of the
Pasaggna Civic Auditorium organ Friday, May 23rd, was up-
beat all the way and was the culmination of a great deal of
planning that contributed outstandingly to the very successful
performance. The officers of Los Angeles Theatre Crgan So-
ciety deserve the heartiest congratulations on producing such
an eventful and musical show," writes Jack Reynolds, a mem-~
ber of LATOS who has operated motion picture theatres and
was the man responsible for getting the local club's first big-
time concert off the ground at the Wiltern Theatre Ncvember
3, 1962, The society presented Ann Leaf in a midnight con-
cert and rang up its first successful venture, Reynolds was not
only a consultant but did a great deal of 'leg work' for the show

""From my Own experience in promoting concerts both in

Los Angeles and the San Francisco area, I know it was a tre-

~mendous decision by the club officers to produce this concert,

ATULATES CIVIC SHOW PRODUCERS OF LATOS
especially on a holiday weekend such as Memorial Day, which tra-
ditionally is a very shakey time to have such an event simply be-
cause many people leave town for the three-day holiday, as they
do at other holiday periods.

"It is also worthy to note that since Ralph Beaudry has become
chairman of the organization there has been a noticeable upswing
in activities to build the local unit and improve its already impress-
ive stature within the world of theatre organ, Some heads of the
national administration might be inclined to want to keep ATOS
small, but it would be to their advantage to note what L. A, and
several other units are doing to build the organization into what it
should have been a long time ago.

"It was a big decision to follow the Hazleton dedication with an-
other major concert and posting a price of $4, 50 and $6, 50 for the
seats. It was also a major decision to place the extensive advertis-
ing campaign in Southern California news- (Continued on Page 7)






