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ROXY'S KIMBALL CONSOLE—Blossoming out i„ a
Splurge of organ decorator's art, the famed Roxy Theatre five
manual Kimball console that resided for several years in the
Loderhose residence organ studio at Jamaica Estates, New York,
is now installed in the Regency Ballroom of the Classic Hotel
in Albuquerque, New Mexico, in theatrical splendor. Stcry and
photos appear on Page Ten.

DEAN FOSSLER PLAYS INFORMAL PROGRAM
ON LANTERMAN ORGAN;MORE CONCERTS DUE

Dean Fossler, one of theatre organ's well-known console art
ists during tlie silent film era, presented an informal program at
the console of the Lanterman 4/36 vVurlitzer organ in LaCanada,
Calif. , Saturday evening, December 19th. He played numerous
requests of his audience v/hich numbered approximately 50. The
event was arranged at the request of Lloyd Lanterman, who has
only recently recuperated from majcr surgery. He also plans tc
have more evening concerts in the future months ahead.

*Big Show At Koons*
On the same evening as the Lanterman event, an overflow

crowd jammed Joe Koons' Motorcycle Shop in Long Beach to
hear Dick Starr, Helen Riley,Del Castillo, Jerry Nagano and
Ann Leaf in a varied program of music. The show was 'emceed
by Bob Hill. An excellent buffet was served during intermission

It was announced that Ramona Gerhart will appear in concert
at the Koons Wurlitzer February 14th at 2:30pm. Admission is
$3, Del Castillo follows with his concert show on March 14th,
also at 2:30.
THE Indestructible organist

CARTER MIRACULOUSLY ESCAPES INJURY IN'
ORCHESTRA PIT FALL; ALSO SAVES SHOW
FROM BEING COMPLETE DISASTER

Gaylord Carter, whose heroic efforts saved what little could
be salvaged of "Showtime 1924" at San Gabriel Civic Auditoriurr
December 11th and 12th, almost became a casualty himself in a
spectacular fall from the stage into the orchestra pit during the
Saturday performance. In the best tradition of the theatre and in
some pain, the plucky 76-year-old artist made light of his pre-

THOMASTON OPERA HOUSE CLOSED TO PUBLIC
USE,ACCORDING TO NEWSPAPER ARTICLE

Thoraaston Opera House is not safe for public gatherings and has
been ordered closed by the local fire department, according to a
news story appearing in a local paper late this month. If the old
strucutre cannot be brought up to present protective code regula
tions only the first floor of the building may be used. The theatre
is located on the second and third floors.

Connecticut Valley Chapter ATOS has installed their three-man
ual Marr & Colton pipe organ in the theatre that was built in Vict
orian years. Many famous theatre organists have performed on the
instrument, and Organist Tom Gnaster is releasing very soon what
may be the final recording of the organ.
The news article noted that over 40 code violations are in evi

dence, making it almost impossible to restore the theatre or bring
it up to standards required to keep it open. One of the violations
deals with the inability to close the stage off from the auditorium
since there is no fire curtain installed. Apparently there is no way

to correct this particular code
violation.

FIRE DAMAGED
MARRI ETTA THEATRE
TO OPEN SOON

On October 7,1981 at one
o'clock in the morning a five
alarm fire engulfed Pennsyl
vania's oldest operating thea
tre. Three*-quarters of the
roof was demolished as well
as ̂ e total loss of three hun-
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LODERHOSE ADDING A Suiousiy^wrer'
SECOND CONSOLE; PLANS Dave Kalmbach and Tim
BIG OPENING IN 1982

Richard Loderhose plans to add a Sound Production recording
second console to his 42-rank Wur- company which is housed
litzer which is now nearing com- therein, are planning a gala
pletion in the Bay Theatre at Seal re-opening of the theatre in
Beach, Calif., and which will be early 1982.
ready for a grand inaugural concert And what could be more
show early in 1982. This news was fitting for such a happy
given The Console by die noted or- (Continued on Page Three)

Identification of the second key- tre wTu'p'rL^entTdTL^i? at"
desk was not divulged pending its 4/20 Wur-

litzer late in January accomp-
I UGH PAGE OUT THIS MONTH, I SHf "
; BUT FRANKNESS IS IN HERE! ^ Organ Grinder restaurant.
I  A surprising number of read- = On February 27th, theatre
= ers have already voiced apprcv-r management and Rocky
: al of the page devoted to frank | Mountain Chapter ATOS will
I  talk about doings in the organ | have a concert using both
: world. And most of those who ; consoles. Proceeds from the
:  spoke up have urged that all | show will go toward the pur-
r news be treated in a forthright : chase of a new Posthorn rank
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CRITIC'S crisis: AFTER SUGAR-COATED COVERAGE OF ATOS CONVENT I ON,CRY IS OUT
TO ESTABLISH STANDARD FOR REVIEWING; COUP LEADS WAY WITH INITIAL SUGGESTIONS

After reading the recent review of Walt Strony's concert play- basis for judgement. His application of musical criteria may not
ed for Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society written by Stephen be correct but even the suggestion that these are requriements for
Share, which was published on Pace 30 of the Septernber issue, a theatre organ concert is cause for celebration,
and then reading'the sugar-coated review coverage of ATOS "Let's have more reviews which give more proper weight to the
Seattle Convention concerts in Theatre Organ magazine, Mike baiscs of good musicianship and less to the personality evaluation."
Coup, well-known Wichita organ world figure, has advocated Coup also disagreed with The Console's coverage of the ATOS
adoption of a standard for reviewing. national convention coucert coverage regarding Billy Nalle's.pre-
His first talk of proper reviewing was contained in a letter he sentation at the Paramount and noted: "I would also call attention

wrote The Console last October 29. "Finally,someone has used vast difference between such a "proper" review(or criti-
the word musician in a Theatre Organ Concert review! If we all cism) and the completely-beside-the-point attention given the re
live long enough perhaps the basic, underlying reason for the ex- cent ATOS convention. I doubt I shall forget the 'accusation' that
istence of the theatre organ will come to the proper prominence certainly one of the best musicians there played "too sophisticate-
withinthe theatre organ cornmunity. ly" -while an apparently benign man of the cloth "stole" the con-
"I am, of course, addressing the thought that music and hence vention with his winning personality." We learned far more about

musicianship from the performers should properly be the criteria the author than we did about either performer from that prattle,
for judgement. I applaud Mr. Stephen Share s review of Walter Of such mentalitites are not made the success of the theatre organ
Strony s perforrnance. , ^ . as a musical instrument as opposed to a nostalgic curiosity."
'Lest I instantly incur the wrath of Mr. Strony s lesion fans, 1 Coup, of course, referred to the concerts by Nalle and Father
am not commenting at all on whether or not Mr. Share is cor- jim Miller. Miller walked all over Nalle in regards to his pre-
rect (he was Ed), only that he is most certainly proper in his sentation for several reasons. His program (Continued on Page 5)


