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Yamaha International Corporation
P.O. Box 6600 Buena Park, CA 90622

Ask about the Yamaha Music School, a uniquely rich educational experience for children 4-8 years.

MAILING SNAFU LEAVES ALMOST

900 ATOS MEMBERS UNINFORMED'
ABOUT COMING NATIONAL BOARD

ELECT I ON;STARTS RUMOR MILL

^iiK inj'^:;.
'"' ^ '"f

31 ^ ^'

Rumors and letters resulted from a mailing snafu
this month that left approximately 900 members of
the American Theatre Organ Society without their
latest issue of Theatre Organ magazine. The prime

loss to the readerless members,since the journal is
about the only means of official communication for
the organization, was the announcement of the com

ing election and instructions for individual members
who wish to enter their names.

Most crucial was the

stipulated closing date—April 16th. There was also
information about the coming London convention.

The late distribution of the magazine — it finally
appeared in Los Angeles area mail boxes between
April 18th and 21st caused Los Angeles Chapter
members to inquire of their chairman, Ralph Beaudry about its failure to appear and also spawned the

ugly rumor that maybe national officials were hold
ing up delivery as punishment because tire chapter

had the audacity to institute an associate member
IMPOSING FACADE OF THE GRAND LAKE THEATRE,Oakland,California, as

it looked in late 1933 or early 1934. The huge roof sign has been relamped

ship plan in January.
Concurrent with the flood of complaints, it was

learned that San Diego Chapter, which is about 100

and is quite busy during evening hours in its irantic, colorful bursts of illumina miles south of L. A. ,Iiad already received the issue;
ting the immediate area with its rocket-like explosions and many tracer lights, Aloha Chapter members in Hawaii were also reading
This is also the theatre where Ernie Wilson plans to install a theatre pipe organ. Details of the installation have not been learned.

their copies. Both areas had the magazine in March,

On April 1st, Beaudry sent National President Lan-

a letter asking afcout the late delivery of the
ORANGE COUNTY CLUB REFURBISHING SCHOOL MORTON' drum
Organ enthusiasts living in the Anaheim,Santa Ana region of Orange County. magazine. He cited the fact that Lee Prater, mem
bership secretary, had sent word on February 28th
California, have been busy with several organ projects with the main activity that
L. A. dues money had been received and that

focused on the 3/10 Robert-Morton installed in Santa Ana High School.

The club has been in existence several years and at one time discussed apply
ing to ATOS National for a charter. However, the pressing business at hand,

all L. A, members were then on the computer,plus

the fact that a supplemental set of labels for mailing

the magazine would be sent to T. O, mailing
that of getting the former theatre organ in condition, has apparentiy sidetrack them
office the next week. Beaudry matter-of-fact ask

ed charter plans.

ed for an explanation to satisfy the inquiring mem

In the issues of the Santa Ana Register and Los Angeles Times there have ap'
peared articles about the organ and the people who are restring it. According bership.
Landrum sent the letter to Prater, who answered it.
to the Times story there are 44 members of the club who are involved in the
He started hedging immediately by listing dates as'
project. They have been given a donation of $500 by the school's student

various segments of the snafu started developing:Hiss
body, plus $2,000 from the Santa Ana School Board and $500 from an unident explanation—Jan.
1 renewals for 1980 are due; Feb.,.

ified doner. The club was organized last September and work was started on

the instrument. The project will be finished during this year.

4 &e thousands of renewals received by this date de

According to Don Cook, president of the club, the organ was installed when livered to computer services; Feb.7 received renew-'
the auditorium was built in 1935 and used in musical instruction classes,playec al sheets for 368 LATOS members, but no payment;
14 got mailing labels from computer services,
at assemblies and special events until about 1970. It has not been used since Feb.
checked and then mailed them to mailing services

then because organ classes were discontinued and in 1972 the Morton was van
dalized.

ORGANMAN BUILDS HIS LAST REPLICA PLAYER UNIT
On April 11th, Reno Organman Fred Beeks took one of his Wurlitzer Replica

Style "R" roll players, number nine in his production list of the units, to Binghamton, New York, to install on the Link 3/17 pipe organ in Roberson Center.
It may be the final one he will construct. "This will prcbably be the last one I
will do," he said. "I built it for Mr.Ed Link. It is a thrill to have built one for

in Detroit; Feb. 19 LATOS check for Feb.4 renewals
received; MAR. 4 delivered all renewals received
since Feb. 4, plus all changes of address,etc. ,to

computer services; Mar.14 got mailing labels from
c. s. ,checked and mailed them to m.s. (Detroit).
All LATOS members were on this mailing; Mar. 21
labels arrived at m.s. in Detroit. They were sent

first class,Priority Mail the same as previous mail
ings. Postal Services unable to explain the delay;
such a famous man, who himself used to build roll players,"
Beeks also noted that "after Binghamton, my wife Eva is headed for England March 24 the magazines,in envelopes and labelled
were consigned to the tender mercies of the Postal
on the Queen Elizabeth II with the last two complete sets of Wurlitzer "R" rolls. Service.

They are sestined for a museum there No doubt they will be heard by some of
the ATOS convention-goers in July," he concluded.

CHICAGO THEATRE GARNERS GREAT PUBLICITY FROM FILM EVENT

Prater then informed Beaudry that it was entirely

the fault of Los Angeles Chapter because renewals
were late and he closed his letter stating that Beaudry

If column mileage has anything to do with helping to save the Chicago Thea- should apologize to Landrum for having requested an
tre from demolition, this month's spectacular publicity appearing in leading
explanation. This letter was dated April 13.
Chicago dailies will undoubtedly give it a good boost into perpetuity. The Am
Beaudry replied April 17 with an explanation,but
erican Film Institute's "The Best Remaining Seats" program that was held Apnl he did not send Landrum an apology. In the mean

23rd was featured in special sections of papers and the Chicago Theatre was pic>

tured and described as a part of the special show. Dennis James accompanied a
Lillian Gish silent film and Miss Gish made an appearance on stage.

time the final act of the snafu situation came to

light.

When telephone calls were made to Detroit,some

"It's a lovingly prepared show^full of interest for film buffs, and the theatre it one wiggled off ^eir chair and started investigating
self, with its lighted domed ceiling, elaborate chandeliers, and exotic decoration to determine why the magazine,reportedly mailed
is still a thrilling part of that show," it was noted in the Chicago Tribune.
March 24th had still not arrived in L. A. And it al
ORGAN BUFF PUTTING ORGAN IN THEATRE BALCONY

so came to light,tbat other chapters had members

old, is currently working on installing a Kilgen organ m the Marion Garden

Sierra units, it is believed, were two other areas that

_
Howard Burton, Marion,Iowa, theatre organist and organ buff, who is 78 year ; who had not received their issues; New York and

Theatre. When it is completed, it will be the climax of a 60-year love affair

with theatre organ music. During the silent era. Burton was a theatte organist.

The console is already in place in the theatre balcony. On the other side is
a 16 by i6-foot chamber where the organ will be placed. It actual^ is abc^t

one-third finished. Sometime this summer,Burton will s.ide onto the bench
and surprise theatre patrons with theatre organ music.
-j , ,

were included. About 900 copies were involved.
The solution to the entire snafu- apparently was

found at the mailing service on or about April 8th
when mail bags pacKed with the missing issues were
spotted in a comer of a room

In 1958, when he moved to Marion, which is a suburb of Cedar Rapids,he be

came resident organist at the Paramount Theatre there, a position he held until
bhe house discontinued organ solos. After that he organizied the local chapter
of the American Theatre Organ Society and lhas continued his interest in re
building and playing theatre organs in the area.

The receipt of the issue at

(Continued on Page 22)

SEASIDE CINEMA AT
WESTON-SUPER-MARE
STILL HAS GOMFTON
IT IS USED FOR

mim

Han DalglieshS

DUCHESS MAY GET
DUMPED IF RANK
WINS LEICESTER

SqUARE ODEON

CONCERT SHOWS

Ask any typical Britisher to give you the name of a cinema,(it's not 'done' to call them cerns Ron Curtis, who has been doing some
theatres in the United Kingdom) and doubtless the answer would be "Odeon',' or possibly the work for Ranks on this fine organ, a four-

'■ 'ABC*. Whether you're in a country town, a suburb of London or any provincial city cen- manual, lO-rank Compton.

I think its the

tre, and you want to try that old-fashioned manner of entertainment, you will need topop last first run major cinema in the Rank Oralon"' to an Odeon or ABC.

Undoubtedly, to millions of Britishers, the word Odeon means ganisation in the provinces to still have its

the world of the big screen, as they now call it.

| organ. And tiris is a miracle. Virtually ev-

A young Birmingham scrap metal merchant by the name of OSCAR DEUTSCH, during tbe ery major city centre Odeon has been given

early 1920s got interested in films and formed the W G F Film Service. By 1931 he had re- the twinning job, even tripled and quadrupl-

named it Cinema Service and had six cinemas.

By 1933 he changed the name again, tiiis ed.

Happily the Odeon Birmingham has es-

time to Odeon (this name was applied to Greek and Roman theatres for dramatic and musi-caped. It's almost perfect
cal presentations
it meant also, music hall—Ed) and now owned 26 cinemas, making
In 1939, Deutsch purchased the small but
him the eighth largest circuit owner in the UK. He was still a long way behind the ABC prestigious Paramount Theatre circuit and
and Gaumont-British circuits.

added it to his now powerful chain. County

Deutsch was the first exhibitor to recognise that brand marketing and a corporate image Cinemas, and other groups, he swallowed

was vital to business.

Very early he discarded the ornate type of cinema, with its vestiges up.

of music hall, variety and otlier theatrical trimmings in decor. His circuit houses establish- Backtracking just a bit, we look into the
ed what conjures up to all Britishers an instant image of what a cinema is really like— a year 1938 and what happened then to insure
plain, sleek"', cream tiles, hygenic, wood paneling, chrome ashtrays, diffused lighting, com- more of a futre for Odeon. During that year
fortable seating, technically perfect but with decorative motiffs cut to a minimum. There a Yorkshire flour miller called J. Arthur

is nothing flashy, a sleek exterior, usually with a tower ■ and perhaps two or three small

shops,( a sweet shoppe (Candy Store, to youi), a hairdressers, and more than likely, NO

Rank, an ardent Methodist and multi-mill(C ontinued on Page Eighteen)

organ.

Deutsch's young, brilliant architect, the late Henry Weedon, wasn't faced with having tc
place many organs. Deutsch didn't feel it was worth the expense. Compton was flat out
installing at a rate of approximately one organ a week in the peak boom 1930s in the U. K,
Gaumont-British, Union and ABC and a vast number of smaller cinema circuits had the
North Acton works on virtual round-the-clock building instruments, not to mention Wurlit-

zers London agency and Christie and Couacher as well.

Deutsch once said to Leslie Spurling, Sales Director of Compton. .. "If you can prove to
me that cinema organs improve business, then I'll have one in every cinema!"

We organ fans here refer tc "a real Odeon" as meaning a cinema built by Oscar Deutsch,
all identifiable cinemas, by the things I have described (see photo below of high school
auditorium-like Deutsche's Odeon at Weston-Super-Mare). During the mid-thirties he
was well on his way to the 200 mark.

He watched carefully and noted that his rivals couk

STAFF

Editor

Tom B'hend

not resist spending thousands on organs, so he felt he should try them in prestigious situa-

British Editor

jjosh suburb of North London; Haverstock Hill nearby; Wealdstcne in West London; and, of

New York Ciphers
Special Features

^tions

Kingston, inlccdon; Bolton,Lancashire; Worthing, in Sussex; Swiss Cottage in a

ourse, Blackpool. He just had to have one there! — Hitler Stopped him though), and he

Ian Dalgliesh

R. U. Rank
Dr. Ed Mullins

Columnist

Lorraine Humpmuster

also had one at Weston-Super-Mare, a west of England seaside resort. Seaside towns have
■
big Odeons to grab that holiday trade—we do have inclement weather her, did you know? The International Theatre Organ Society PubMany Odeons have lost their organs, but Weston-Super-Mare proudly still has its mighty Ushers prepare and distribute monthly The Con-

C oinpton.

Oh yes, Mr. Deutsche remained loyal like the majority of cinema owners. By sole, a totally independent publication, in the

a miracle this rare gem of an original Deutsch Odeon has kept and used the organ, a three

interest of theatres and organs. It is dedicated

still intact. 1 think the Solo Cello unit no longer operates, but occasionally in this far

and reports internationally news of all types of

some money and having RON CURTIS, a well-known organist and one-time Compton or-

classical,

manual six ranker, and like all Odeon proper built houses,has its glass illuminated console to the preservation of theatres and their organs,

flung and organ-starved area there are concerts. Tbe Rank Organisation are spending S'"..

organs — pipe, pump, electronic, theatre and

gan builder, bring the instrument up to scratch for more concerts.

Opened by Alfred Richards in 1935, the organ will be "re-opened" by three former resiConsole provides equal space to all organidents—V. Johnson Lewis, Peggy Weber and Roy Pearce. This will be on July 6th. The orJ- "^lons in the interest of bringing to its readers
as
complete
gan was broadcast many times by the BBC in the past, Ron Curtis, who owns two superb
complete news
news coverage
coverage as
as possible.
possible. Photo
PhotoCompton organs, in his excellent studio at Bolton, has proved popular in your country and graphs,
g''ap6s, drawings,
drawings, organ
organ catalogues,
catalogues, theatre
theatre pro
pro-

Canada. He will hp. roming ynnr way_fnr-the rniirth-y-nar.,-,an.ti Ope of hiS dates will be the

t..—

grams, technical
technical articles,
articles, both
both contemporary
contemporary and
and
nostalgic are earnestly solicited. Address all ma

Empire State Fair audit- terial
"Ostalglc
are earnestly
solicited.
Address
all mato: The
Console , P.O.
Box 744-C,
Pasadena,
orium where there is a

Style 235 Wurlitzer.
Curtis has appeared a
great deal recently at

Calif. 91104. Telephone: 1-(213) 794-7782.

the celebrated Odeon in

$12.00

Leicester Square, flag

United States, Canada and Overseas, $9.00 via

ship of the Odeon chain.
In this house Oscar

Deutsch really lashed
out to install one of the

greatest theatre organs
ever built. Roy Pearce
is one who knows. A

long time Odeon organ
ist, and in recent years
an Odeon circuit mana

ger, he is now one of
the managers of the Od
eon Leicester Square, no

less. A pity he can't
get to play the famed

Subscriptions

—

annually

United

States

(temporary),

and

via

Canada,

first

class;

second class. Air mail rates for overseas delivery
will be furnished upon request.

Please make Checks or Money Orders payable
to; THE CONSOLE. Payment

from Canada

or

Overseas must be on an International money
order made out In U.S. funds to forestall conver

sion or service charges due to rate of exchange.
Single copies of any issue in print, 80 cents
each, postpaid.
Renewals, inquiries and changes of address
should be addressed to: THE CONSOLE, Preston
J. Kaufmann, Circulations Director, P.O. Box

744-C, Pasadena, Calif. 91104.

organ.

"A"CASCADE"CONSOLE—This 3/6
Compton organ in the Odeon, Weston-

Super-Mare, in the County of Somerset,
has its illuminated "Cascade" console

that changes colours in typical British
style.
photo by John D, Sharp

Now, whilst we are
taliing Odeon, one of
the very few houses in

this chain with an organ
is the Odeon, Birming
ham. Again this con-

Display Advertising Rate Cards sent upon re
quest. Address all inquiries to: Roger Adams,
Advertising Director, P.O. Box 744-C, Pasadena,
Calif. 91104.

Office of the publication is 1385 North Michigan
Avenue, Pasadena, California 91104.
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It is no secret that in its London quarters the Foort/BBC Moller organ
was something less than an exciting instrument to hear. The dullness of
the organ caused many listeners to tune out programs broadcast from

Jubilee Chapel, although those who were permitted to be in the studio
when the organ was being played have noted that its quality of tone

was decidedly better than when hearing it over the airwaves.
Whether this factor was enough to cause the BBC to sell the organ, or

if the price offered by Dutch interests brought about its departure from
England is not known. But the organ was sold and moved to a church

in Holland, ostensibly for broadcasting over Radio Hilversum, Then,
as the story goes, the two theatre organists who could play the instru
ment died and the broadcasts apparently ended. Again, it is not re

corded if the organ was played for church services, although it would
seem likely that it was.
There is little doubt that it was specifically what the church wanted,
and when San Diegan Preston M. Fleet made an offer for it, very short
time elapsed until it was on the high seas bound for America and the
Moller factory at Hagerstown,Maryland.
It must be said that the five decker delight really never had the op

portunity to play in a hall that really coulS accomodate its large-scale
design.

iV'ioller had orders to fix it up for installation in a former theatre in
the Pacific Beach area of San Diego that would become Organ Power
Pizza Number Two. While the room was fairly large into which it

played, tlie organ obviously was too large. At the dedication it was
played by Reginald Foort, who knew much about registering the huge
box of whistles. He was able to produce sounds tliat were fairly defin

itive, although the instrument was almost overbearing when full organ
was used.

Others who made np the staff of organists playing the Moller each

night were not as successful with controling the behemoth, but they
did manage to make music for patrons. When it was opened up, the
Moller could shake the building and surrounding territory and talking

ri^

over a piece of pizza had to be suspended until the selection ended.
There were times when the Moller seemed to throw gobs of musical
mud around the room into which it played. But it was a true conver

sation piece and played its life out until the pizza parlor went dark. A
remodeled restaurant idea also failed to attract profitable patronage

and the organ was finally pulled out of this home and put into storage.
Then it came to the attention of J. B. Nethercutt, founder of the

now famous Tower of Beauty, San Sylinar Museum. He had already
donated several theatre and church pipe organs and was convinced the
Moller would make some municipality a fine addition for a community
hall or • auditorium.

It has never been disclosed how many cities indicated their interest

in having the organ. It is known that me late Theatre Organist Al
Sacker tried desperately to secure it for the Beaumont,Texas Civic Au

ditorium,

He and any others who might have wished to have the organ

lost out when it was decided to offer the instrument to the City of Pasa

dena, California.

Pasadena's Italian Renaissance-style auditorium

had been constructed with chamber space and wind ducting provided

for an organ (and the city fathers' fervent hope some well-heeled citi
zen would supply gold and silver enough to buy a big box of whistles),
but from the time the 3,000-seat hall was opened in the early thirties
until last year the only thing resembling an organ was an early model
Hammond that was donated.

It was destroyed when a lire damaged -

COMING OUT

A mobile crane was used to lower part

of the Foort/BBC Moller from its resting place in Jubilee

Chapel in London when the instrument had been sold to

ft

Dutch interests.

the stage and proscenium area of the auditorium.
Upon acquiring title to the Moller, Nethercutt brought it to
the Los Angeles area for storage. The console and huge relay

were taken to San Sylmar Museum shops for modification. Part
of the instrument was stored in the carpeted garage.

The contract to install the organ was awarded the Junchen-

Collins Organ Corp., of Woodstock, Illinois. David junchen,
the head of J-C, moved to Pasadena and started working on the
project last July. He was assisted by Steve Adams and Dan Horenberger.

It can be stated that diis organ became a "new" organ after

Junchen started working on it. He deserves the credit for the
tonal quality it now posses. This facet of the installation is
covered in die story describing the dedication program.

Now that its days of travel appear to be ended the five man
ual music maker is expected to become far more famous than

it was previously and that it will be utilized for many occasions
in its new and attractive home.

HOLLAND HOME

Final European location was this church near

Radio Hilversum in Holland. The next stop,on its way to the Pa
cific Coast was the Moller factory in Hagetstown, Maryland.

The instrument is capable of

being used for diverse entertainment—
silent film accompaniment, popular
theatre-style concerts, classical work,
choral literature and the like. Everything
is available to the qualified organist who
April

1980

knows how to use it.

continued
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instrument is lochamber space on eith-

cated in tremendous

er side of the stage and

in the open grille-front
ed area above the proscenium arch. Chamber designations are,in

facing the stage from the auditorium, Main Chamber, left, and
Solo Chamber, right.
"There are fourteen ranks in the Main.

HOW IT WAS

On the lower level will

be found the Chorus Trumpet, 16' up; Cello 16'; Diapason 16';

Chris Gorsuch, who was one of the featured

Cello Celeste 8'; Tibia 16'; Vox Humana S'TC, "The upper level

organists at Organ Power Pizza in Pacific Beach is pictured a-

holds the English Diapason 8'; Orchestral String 8'; Viol d'Orchestre

bove and below playing the Foort/BBC Moller. He was on the

is the two-manual Wur- 8'; Concert Flute 8'; Spitz Viol 8'. All celestes, except the Orch
litzer console of the Style D it played. This organ was used by estral String are 8' TC. There are four strings and four celestes.
The Pedal tibia is located above both levels of the Main up in the^
various artists to accompany lilent film presentations. Since
Percussion area.
the Big Mo has found its new home in Pasadena, Gorsuch has
There are thirteen ranks in the Solo Chamber plus the 16' Stentor
added "Pipe Organ Builder" to his existing title of "Pipe Organ Diaphone
which is located over the actual chamber area toward
staff for three years. Also seen

ist';

the roof of the auditorium.

In the lower chest are Tuba Mirabilis

32'; Post Horn 16'; Solo Brass Trumpet 8'; Tuba Horn 16'. In the

top chest are Clarinet 8'; Orchestral Oboe 8'; French Horn 8'; Krumet 8' TC; Mussette 8',
*Blower Problem Unresolved*

On April 16, one week before the dedication program it was ne

cessary to replace the 30 horsepower Spencer Orgoblo with the or
iginal Discus unit of the same capacity because the organ "vriDd
pressures could not be maintained. The change did not bring much
improvement and a new custom blower, built uy Spencer,or an addi-

; tional unit may be added with the Discus and placed in the Solo
I Chamber to provide needed pressures. The first option, it is report
ed would be the booster blower in the solo side.

Overall it is not

ed the organ must have 28 inches wind supply.
Pressures range from 7-1/2 inches to the 28; in the Main the Vox
plays on 7-1/2", other ranks except the Tibia are on 10" and Pedal
offsets are on 15". In the Solo Chamber the Post Horn pla"ys on 20

inches of wind; Tuba Mirabilis, Trumpet, Solo Horn are on 10" and
ranks on the upper chest are on 15". Tibias are on 15" and IS'j
The old Moller classification was more or less brought about

and the 16' extension of the Tuba Horn and 32' ranks ate 28'!

Percussions for the organ are located on both sides of the auditor

by the firm that originally fc uilt the instrument for Reginald
ium. The Vibraphone, which is also the Chrysoglott, Xylophone
Foort, and also the decision by this publication to refer to it as and Toy Counter are above the Main Chamber. Chimes and a Wur-

the Pasadena Civic Organ. It happened like this:

litzei Marimba are located above the Solo Chamber. There is no

As the completion of the organ drew near and a date had beer piano in the organ. The Glockenspiel is also in the Solo area.
set for dedication, one of the officials concerned in the project

thought it would be appropriate to invite Moller officials to the

big event.

The name of the organ managed to appear in all

pu&licity. Whenever the instrument was mentioned in group

conversations the Identification "Foort/BBC Moller" seemed to

be the most widely used manner of describing it. It was the

opinion of the official that since the name Moller would be so
completely associated with the project , the firm would be
bound to reap a great deal of excellent publicity that could re
sult in future business. He asked officials of the company if

*Saw Potential For Beautiful Voicing*

When pipework was being racked in Main Chamber chests, Dave
Junchen corrected several problems that were apparently overlook
ed in previous attempts to repair them. He also revoiced ranks,not
drastically, but terraced them to the room
which they were to
play and also with the other ranks in the organ. He achieved an ex

cellent ensemble. 'According to Reginald Foort, Junchen and his
associates recaptured the original sound of the organ.
Steve Adams reported that" we recaptured the «rigiiial vcicing

by regulating it to the room and all ranKs to one another, W e did a
they would like to be present at the dedicatitn. He wasn't pre lot
of recuring tongues, shaping lips and opening and closing toes,
pared for the anser they gave him.
but we did not change tongues or shallots, just corrected things that
In effect their answer was that they would not attend becausej needed
to be done." "The potential was there. Dave brought back
they had not installed the organ in its new home. Nor had they what had
been "lost'^ he said.
voiced the instrument for its new home. In short, it was no
longer their instrument.

*Still In Need Of Donations*

It was learned diat Civic officials will be happy to consult with

In just minutes they had managed to make this gargantuan
offspring of theirs an orphaned organ waif. However,the fact

anyone who wishes to make donations to the organ—^for continued

being that Pasadena Civic had already adopted and lavished a
great deal of love and affection on the big box of whistles .and

combination action.

was anticipating a great future for it gave rise to the thought
that henceforth the ideuitication of this five manual wonder

would be better served if it were to be known as the great Pasa

dena Civic Organ.

maintenance, or the addition of new ranks and a much needed new
The present combination system is unreliable. This creates the
problem of having qualiffied organ personnel on hand when an art
ist wants to set pistons for a concert. The combinations must be
set up and then the organman must go through and test them to be

There's no doubt but what it will become certain everything is operable. This has resulted in civic officials

publicized far and wide as an outstanding instrument. And in
its new layout, changed voicing, new solid state relay, plus
whatever additions and changes are made in the coming years
it really is a new organ.

Moller can be proud they built such a hardy machin<^^i^Si

making an additional charge to have a man on duty and it adds to
the rental charge for the auditorium.

Donations are needed for the repair of some of the pipework,esp
ecially in the reed ranks. It was noted that the organ has had an incredible amount of use. It has also suffered from a

that has withstood the cnslnght of being moved many IrnH

great deal of work performed by novices or techni-

times, subjected to the maintenance of many hands, BBJ

some of which were not the most experiencea

It is

rather sad the firm has disowned such a famous waif.

However, as noted, there's a brand new life now in
Pasadena and it promises to be great.!

Antil
"

1980

cians lacking complete knowledge. It is in need of
corrective repairing to bring it to top condition.
Considering that deficiencies
exist yet in the instrument, but that it was playable for the dedication,
(Coutinued ou Pagc 17)

NEW GlViC ORGAN ACCLAIMED IN
PASADENA AUDITORIUM; OPENING
PROGRAM ARTIST PLAYS GREAT
CONCERT ON' THE GREAT ORGAN
Pasadena Civic Auditorium's theatre/concert

* I

pipe organ exceeded all expectations and concert-

,

goers attending the dedication program Wednesday
night, April 26th were given an outstanding intro
duction to the instrument by noted Theatre Con
cert Organist Tom Hazleton. His selection of mu
sic provided first nighters with a complete demon
stration of the superb tonal range of the organ. He

vividly brought out that the old Foort/BBC Moller
is indeed a new organ as installed and voiced by

atoll

Dave Junchen.

In the audience for the opening program was
Reginald Fooit, designer of the organ and its first
owner. He was the guest of Preston "Sandy" Fleet,
who had made arrangements to fly him to Pasadena
for the dedication show. While in Southern Calif

ornia Foort was the house guest of Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Hill in Hollywood.
Over 1 00 requests for tickets had to be refused,
it was learned. The concert was open to the pub

lic free of charge by the City of P asadena Board of
Directors who used city funds to under^ght the show
and an elaborate reception following the concert
in the Gold Room of the auditorium.

*Very Brief Introductions*

CONCERT OPENING
Concert Artist Tom Hazleton reaches full height cn slowrising organ console elevator during his opening selection at Pasadena Civic Au-

The usual lengtliy dedication introductions were ditorium, Wednesday eyeing, April 26tli, before a capacity audience.
not to be a part of ttiis occasion. Robert Plolden, general mana- note that even on low pressures, pipe organs can be as loud as the
ger of the Civic Center Operating Company,the organization in Civic Auditorium instrument—Ed). But, perhaps, the most crucial
charge of auditorium administration, appeared on stage and ack- factor affecting the future use of the new Pasadena Civic organ is
nowledged donation of the instrument by J, B. Nethercutt and in- its limited ability' to produce the kinds of sounds associated with the
troduced him and had him stand for recognition at his orchestra

standard organ literature. It has too few diapason and flute ranks,

floor seat in the auditcriuxn. He also introduced from their seats and too many strings and reed pipes," he continued.

Sandy Fleet, die man who brought the organ from Holland, and j

In closing his critiq^ue Slater had this to say—''Theatre crgan

Reginald Foort, the organ's designer. Then, when the applause|and silent screen bu-'fe can rejoice though, because the Foort/BBC
ended he introduced Hazleton and the concert

'

was officially underway as the noted artist

—

Organ does what it was designed for superbly.

Hazleton showed it off to optimum effect,eli-

came up on the hydraulically elevated con-

citing a constantly shifting panorama of in

sole and played as his opening selection the

ventive combinations of sounds,and deftly S.c-

Bach Toccata and Fuge in D Minor—a real

centuating rhythms and melodic elements."

rousing selection that displayed the power of

Pasadena Star-News Critic,Richard Stiles

the organ,

wrote: "Organist Thomas Hazleton literally

As it was printed, the dedication program

pulled all the stops on the newly installed •

listed Hazleton's concert in two distinct styles

.

for the evening——a mixture cf classical and
popular music.

ji

:'.-3

^

Moller/Foort/BBC theatre organ at the Pasa-

Civic Auditorium during V/ednesday's

The organist announced he

inaugural concert. The Men'o Park performer,

would make substitutions because he had dis-

who combines church,classical and popular

covered unusual and interesting things during i4
T'^Pi
late practice sessions on the instrument and
felt the changes would be better in showing ^ .T p wjllr
off what the organ cculd do. There were on-

/
iJ

'A V

ly one or two changes, however.

Hazleton's medley of Fats Waller favorites
early in the program was the equivalent of a
trip through the organ. He used, it seenied
almost every stop in the instrument during the

i

r

V

chose combinations which tested many of the
organ's endless range of sonic possibilities,
.

m

playing of this group of tunes. At the open-

.■

'■■■m
J

ing of the second half of his show he did con-

pride now in one of the world's finest

and toy counter items.

ectious was heavy knd extended.

—one of the few such giants still in existence
instrument and Pasadena can

demonstrate some of the ranks, percussions

received and the applause for each of his sel-

"Technicians of the Junchen-Collins Co.
have worked for nine months installing,registering and improving the 2,031 pipes and
connecting them to the five-manual console'
The auditorium was designed originally to

duct a brief tour through the instrument to

His entire presentation was enthusiastically

music in his repertoire with accomplished
abilities of this great instrument. He skillfully

ease,was an ideal choice to display the cap-

theatre organs. J. B. Nethercutt of Merle NorAUTOGRAPHS—During
AUTOGRAPHS—Durmg intermission,
intermission

n^an Cosmetics who acquired the organ and

deserves more thanks than

of Reginald Foort, who remem^^^^^ ||ve_it t^^^

fans of Reginald Foort, who remember

*Approval With Reservations*

L i

T

Music Critics reviewing the dedication and ^st, visited wi^ him and collectedhis

Hazleton's playing were generous in their ap- .

proval of the organ, but with reservations. Los Angeles Times
Critic, Richard Slater, who is known for his less than enthusiast- jg^jy
Ic approval of many concert organists who appear in the south-

of an enormous cultural asset—the crowning

Civic's refurbishment. "

Stiles also noted that the organ":"* really

Bach, or most classical music. "It's larger pipes are too
wheezy for the subtleties of classical items, he stated.
the&trical music and effects. JunchenCollins have made impressive improvements in several of the 28

land, said,"San Francisco Bay area organist Thomas Hazleton
played a two-and-one-half-hour program of show tunes, and pop
woodwinds in particular...
numbers, studded with transcriptions of Falla, Samt-Saens and
fg^ygntly hoped that, now (hat this magnificent instrument
Moussorgsky orchestral works along with Bach's durable D-mmor
housed here it will be utilized, not only for silent film concerts
Toccata and Fuge, that showed the instrument off to good advant Hazleton does so well, but for great choral and
age. It also raised serious doubts about the versatility of the org- j Q^ghestral works as well. Virgil Fox, along with every other organist

an." He pointed out that theatre organs "get a multiplici^ of

in th<
the
stops from the same ranks of pipes (unit system)—in

BBC instrument more than 250 stops are drawn from on

ly 28 ranks (2,031 pipes), while the churcb-concert

ideal is one or more ranks per stop. To compensate for

a lack of size, the theatre organ is voiced loudly on
high wind pressure so that the sound fills the room —
the Foort/BBC organ uses 10 to 25 inches of wind press
ure, whereas most recent church-concert organs use on

ly 1-1/2 to 4 inches. (Slater apparently failed to note

Foort/

i ^^j^hin traveling distance,would love to get his hands and feet on
*Organ Can Be Expanded*

If, as the two critics report, the organ is deficient

in some ranks to make it completely adaptable for
all classical literature, donations of needed ranks
can remedy the situation.

The tremendous range, tonally, of the organ is one

of its thrilling facets. Expression, from the softest

rank to the magnificense —continued on Rage Nine

it
}
Ir

Ik.;

il lil:

^

FIRST NIGHT/ERS—Top Left is Organman Dave

Juncheii,Marian Cook, Mr. _i-.JMrs. RcbertPower. Center Top—J.B. and Dorothy Nethercutt,
Top Right—Preston "Sandy" Fleet and Reginald

-f.

Organman Dick Villemin. Center Right
J.B.Nethercutt receives framed photo of five manual console
as it appears in concert position in Auditorium. Low
er Left—Long before curtain time the auditorium was

Foort. Center Left—Foort relates the history of

well filled. Lower Right—Tom Hazleton,Dr. Frank

his organ to group including Marian Cook "nd

Lanterman and Sandy Fleet enjoy amusing moment.

" IT'S JUST WHAT THIS OLD BARN HAS NEEDED'! NOTED

^

ORGAN OWNER,EORIViER THEATRE ORGANIST TELLS CITY|
ORGAN VALUED AT $550,000i
Well-knovm for his frankness and direct approach to any situation, Dr. Frank Lant|
Pasadena Civic Auditorium's new organ.-r

erman, who recently retired from his long tenure as a Caiifomia State Assemblyman, J now has a stated value of $550,000. This
5 amcunt has been publicly stated, as has
told Auditorium Manager Doris Stovall that at long last Pasadena Civic Auditorium §
has what it needed a long time ago a suitable theatre pipe organ. His exact words i
5 the lesser figure of $500,000 for the inwere not recorded but went something like this! " I called Doris and told her that he4 j stall&tion. The instrument possibly is

J^
j
€

pallid, paisley pink auditorium, this old barn finally has added a new and vibrant ]i more costly if it had to be replaced in
g
jt
the job accomplished by Junchen-Collins Organ Corp., Lanterman noted that he wenj"'"'
uirLu'jjiMiDiiiMfiii/MfinMiiiiiiiMiMiMiiiiii.L i iinv
voice in the pipe organ. It's leal pizzazz!" he related to The Console. Regarding j - today's inflationary period.

to the concert with misgivings about the organ because of what "neW CIVIC ORGAN ACCLAIMED —continued from PageSeven
he had heard and his previous experience with pipe organs. "But of the vibrant, full ensemble in the 3,000-seat house is a thrilling

that reserve evaporated and I came away praising the installation,listening experience.
It is an excellent job," he said. Lanterman is well qualified to
rather colorful comparison explaining the power and delicacy
assess the installation. During the silent film era he was chief or- of the organ was heard in the Auditorium lobby during intermission,
ganist for the West Coast Theatres chain and wrote the specificaorgan buff was using the very down-to-earth me(manical steam
tions for one of the most successful of all Wurlitzer theatre organ shovel to illustrate to his companion just how effective the new orraodels, the Style 216 that was used in many of the West Coast gan is. "A steam shovel, in an excavation, under the capable conhouses.

trol of its operator, can take a bite out of the earth that leaves a

Reginald Foort also congratulated Dave Junchen,the man head-•whopping big hole, Crthat same operator, manipulating the steel
ing the installation. He said the organ sounded better in its new jaws of the big shovel's bucket can pick up a daint)'- damsel's hanlc^'
home than it had in many years,

that has fallen into the excavation and hand it back to her!"

One of ihe unexpected congratulatory messages came from a
Hazleton's manipulation of the Civic Organ brought out the maman who dislikes organ generally, but went out of his way to say jesty of the organ in a rafter-shaking magnificence in his arrangehow much the Pasadena Civic installation appealed to him. He is ments where such volume was called for, and as for "picking up

William Sevrens, head of the Los Angeles Music Center. Official a dainty damsel's hanky" he demonstrated the organ could speak
of Ambassador College in Pasadena, where a new auditorium was in a whisper as well as bombard the hall with tremendous sound,

opened several years ago and is well attended every week when

It is the hope of organ buffs that many shows will be presented

famous stars
famous
stars of the
the musical
musical ana
and concert
concert stage
stage appear
appear in
in concert,
concert,

at Pasadena Civic in the future. The first, of course is liie Lyn

also expressed approval of the organ.

Larsen concert next month on the 23rd. After that plans may be
formulated to bring a silent film presentation to Civic.

It was hinted they would

discuss installation of a pipe organ in the new hall.
Pacific Theatre officials were also in attendance, possibly to

7Ee cost of producing programs at the Auditorium

^ unqestion-

observe public acceptance of the theatre instrument. They are
still considering the installation of the former Wiltern Kimball

ably high and may discourage more than nominal use of the organ. But if worthwhile productions are mounted such as a silent

4/37 in the Pantages Theatre inHollyood.

film feature that would attract a capacity audience, or a special

Other organ buffs, who are also pipe organ owners, who attend-j^pe program involving the organ and an orchestra or other feature

ed the opening show were equally generous in tlieir praise of the _ll_then'^it is possible Qie instrument will be used frequently,

organ. Most of their commendations were direct to the Junchen^Program Recorded For Album*
Collins firm in accomplishing the successful installation. Some
Hazleton's program was fully recorded and an album will be
of those who rated the Civic Organ very highly were Dr. Alfred produced in the near future, it was learned. A study is reportedly

Ehrhardt, Rick Shindell, Ralph Sargent, Alan Stark, Bill Zabel, being made to determine if the entire program would be attractive
who designed and built the solid state relay for the organ and
to purchasers. If response for the initial album release is good,
flew from Fort Wayne, Indiana,to be present for the dedication, then the entire program recording will be produced.
T cm Sheen, noted theatre artist.

No date has

been announced for the release of the album.
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Wednesday night,April 23rd, was the nigh^or the dedication
of the newly installed Pasadena Civic 5/28 0^an,Moiler Opus

6690, in the Pasadena Civic Auditorium with Tom Hazleton at

the console.

.

,

-j jf

studying theatre organ technique.

«=■

^champagne At Reception*
went all out in the dedication of the organ by hav-

^ reception in the Auditorium Cold Room follwoing the per-

formance where members of the Board of Directors, their wives,

The Auditorium, built 50 years ago, had space provided for an
others who were involved in the organ project could meet and
organ but none was ever installed. Besides chamber area,provievening. A buffet supper
sion was made for ducting and a blower room
champagne were served.
British Organist Reginald Foort had the msOument built in
During the course of the reception, J. B. Nethercutt was present1937-38 by M. P. Moller Co., of Hagersto^, Maryland. The five
-with a framed picture of the five manual console in concert
manual console played p ranks, with 2,031 pipes on chests
position in the auditorium.
equipped with rollers. These were transported throughout Great
Reginald Foort also had several audiences with groups of mterBritain m 30-foot vans with a 15-man crew to set it up and. take
nightuighters who wnated to learn more about the organ
it down. There were 187 performances presented as a touring
ovmed by Foort and later the British Broadcasting Corstrument with Foort at the console, from 1938 well into iy3y.
poration
Foort had hoped to be able to be on stage and talk
World War 11 stopped the touring business and Foort eventually
^jjg early vears, but the decision was made to dispense with
tetsiveiy lor recoramg ana Droaacasring untii. uic

wucu i

was sold to a Dutch radio network in Hilversum,Holland. Lack

of competant artists to play the instrument brought about its
sale to Sandy Fleet, San Diego, Calif,,businessman and organ

PASADENA CIVIC ORGAN ON TELEVISION

On Tuesday, April 8th, local television coverage was given the
new installation. Organist Tom Hazleton was in town for the d»y

buff. He had the organ returned to the Moller factory for touch- to meet with the media—a regular press conference arrangement

up work and then shipped on to San Diego for installation in one had been announced by Doreutns and Company, publicity firm

of the Fleet-sponsored food emporiums. After the restaurant op^ handling the Civic Center publicity

and two television stations

eration was liquidated, the organ again changed hands. This timd responded. Hazleton went through the organ and some of the
J. B. Nethercutt, Chairman of Merle Norman Cosmetics, became stops and played briefly. Organman Dave Junchen was shown in
its new owner. In turn, he offered it as a gift to the City of

Pasadena, The city officials accepted the generous donation.
*PrograTO of Dedication*

chambers working on tibia tremulant. He explained in h:f inter-

view the meaning of "theatre organ" by activating the tremulant

and opening a valve rod sounding one of the tibia pipes. The cov-

A brief introduction of dignitaries preceded the concert. For erage did not indicate Junchen was the brains behind the rebirth
some people in the audience, the very brief introduction of the of fee instrument. Several telecasts over the two stations, Channdonor, J. B. Nethercutt, seemed almost too perfunctory in view of els 4 and 5, were made that afternoon and evening.
the fact that his eift is now valued at a half million j-ollars by

the
recipient to^ But it was brief as were travell-|»
the in-|--—
troductions of Fleet and Reginald Foort, who travell
ed from Florida for fee dedication. It was, no doubt,

a great thrill for him to hear the organ again. Then,

last, but definitely not least, were the gentlemen re
sponsible for the installation, David Junchen and
fContinued on Pase 20i

.-MJiTC-n
xTnT TTCcn
.FILM
OFFEREDof dttw
BUT
NOT
USED nreview
A segment
Caumont-British
Newsreel,
.
i showing the

organ as it was set up for a press preview in London's
Drury Lane Theatre in 1938, was offered for use by Sandy
Fleet as an interesting addition to the dedication at Pasa

dena Civic, but officials declined. It may be shown at
the Lyn Larsen concert on May 23rd.

IN TOWN FOR
PUBLICITY FIX
mu INITIAL
ORGAN TRYOUT

1
I
9
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Days before Pasadena Civic officials

were ready to dedicate the organ
that had been given to the city by
J. B. Nethercutt, Organist LynLarsen
came to town for photographic pur

poses and to try out the new instru
ment although it wasn't fully oper
able. Photos were needed to use in

publicity work in conjunction with
the concert he plays May 23rd for
Los Angeles Chapter ATOS. In the

A quick run through of stops that were winded

had Larsen interested to the point where he ask

ed David DemerSjhis host during the sojourn in
the Southern California area, to hold keys while
he went into charribers with Dave Junchen to
help tune several ranks so that he could get a
better idea of their tonal quality.

Final result in the photographic session is
shown above. This view plus another close-

up shot were used for publicity releases to
local news media. As in everything he
does in preparation for a concert, Larsen
gives his undivided attention to achieve
desired results. He had Preston Kaufmann

on ladders, almost flat on his stomach with
the camera to obtain different angle views

photo above he meets Auditorium

that might possibly be 'different' enough to

Manager Doris Stoval for the first

warrant using. In the photo below he tells
the shutter bug and Chris Gorsuch, whojust
happened to be in town to inspect the new

time.

installation and was commandeered as 'sit

in| hew to pose for one of the ideas he de
sired. After seeing the finished print of it,

Carsen tliought it would be better to let it
remain in negative form only!

SPECTATORS

Left to right—Steve

Adams, Chris Gorsuch and Bob Lee

sit in front row watching Larsen dir
ect picture taking. Adams has assist
ed Junchen in the erection of the or
gan. Gorsuch played the instrument
when it was in San Diego. He now has
an organ building firm and Lee is his
partner. Gorsuch also put the unfin
ished organ through about an hoizr of
workout prior to the arrival of Larsen.

He has expressed approval of changes
Junchen has made in the organ and
the improvements such as replace

Organman David Junchen and Larsen talk

about various ranks in the organ and their
potential voicing with other stops to bring
balance to the huge instrument. Larsen did

play the organ for any great length of time
while in the auditorium on this particular
day since swell shades^iwaiiMaMiMMaaa—i

ment of the original relay with a sol

id state unit. The electro pnuematic
system had become unreliable and
created a problem In the installation

the work that had

because of its tremendous size and ex

been done and the

treme weisht.

tone of the organ.

.

mor.
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:: ileroy lewis iw double move—new show spot, home

WiW;

i ' ! LeRoy Lewis, popular east coast organist/entertainer, who had established a

'record engagement at the Lighthouse Inn on Long Beach Island, New Jersey, has
• VIl'i closed at this night spot and opened April 4th at the Bayview, Beach Haven,N.J.
•• -: ■ ^ moved
Not only
didisland
he change
business locations,
area portion
as well.ofHe
off the
to Manahawkin,
which isbut
onresidence
the mainland
thehas

- J

island. This move necessitated moving his theatre pipe organ that was installed

in his previous house. Ted Campbell and Lewis moved the entire instrument in

five days. They will start re-installation in the near future.

THOMPSON TRENTON CONCERT ON VIDEO TAPE,AVAILABLE ON ORDER

copies of the Don Thompson concert at the Trenton War Memorial on video
tape are available at $50 each, it was announced this month. The tapes are distributed by Pipe Organ Presentations,112 Sumach St.,Toronto,Ontario,Canada
posta code MSA 3J9.

!^HH3 concert
DATE SET BY GNASTER FOR MARCH, 1981!
Planning ahead, Organist Tom Gnaster has already inked one contract for next

year He will play a concert March 1st, 1981 at 3pm at the Trenton(New Jersey)
cities. He already has an invitation to play two programs for the Liesure

TH Wat Memorial. It is also in the initial planning stages to blueprint a tour of west

World organ gr^t^at Laguna Hills,Calif.

BBJ

CLASSIC ORGANIST PLAYED ORGAN IN STAR TREK FILM

Ladd Thomas, Southern California classical organist, was the artist wlio play^
the organ in the music for Paramount's film Star Treck, it was disclosed in
- PIPIINGS,official newsletter of Pasadena Chapter of the American Guild of Organ-

MISS AMERICA—DOUBLE BEAUTY

Not only is

CTT"

Cheryl Prewitt Miss America of 1980, she is also

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS FOR THIS ISSUE

,

j

-

c

an accomplished organist and pianist. She has add- Receipt of material used in this issue is acknowledged coming from David Br
ed musical charm because she is a singer as well, nett, Richmond,Va; Doremus & Co.,L^ Angeles,Calif; Harold J.
She is seated at the console of the Hammond Con- 111; Jack Reynolds, Los Angeles,Calif; Dr. John Schellkopf, Beverly Hills, Calif,
corde organ in the home of Bob McRaneVjWest wRTGHT R^UDES^sTeCLAL MUSIC ATTRACTION AFTER CONCERT MAY 10
Point, Miss.,where she recently played tor a large
express his gratitude to his loyal concert patrons at San Gabriel Civic,Otg-

. gX-9P;P.gl£igPlg„^^^'^^'^^^8 a reception thei .

ORGAN LIT FOUNDATION HAS HALL BOOK
Copies of the reprinted "The Best Remaining

George Wright will present a special one-time only after concert musicale,

from 11pm to midnight. Format of this special treat will be in the style of the
fate night organ broadcasts that were popular in the 30s and 40s.

Seats" by Ben Hall ^f^/till avail^
tie" Mas^ 02^84^™ ccordinp^ to Michael A. Detroy,

mCOOKIN' ALL AROUND THE COUNTRY
Nationally/Internationally-known Gaylord Carter has little time to spend at

who'h^s
forward^^^^
possible heft his home,"Blachcliff" in.San Pedro, Calif, is in toand^
to those who still wish to obtain a copy of the well shows. On May 6th he is m Santa Barbara at the Lobero Iheatre with a silent tiim
tn thn^e who still Wish to Obtain a copy Ol me weiiTsnows.

iviay uui nc is lu oauia.

?ubUc5ed
publicized bock^
in reprinted format. "^Lpies
Copies of thefestival
the^festival for the'AGO
the ^GO chapter
chapter. May_ 16 and 17
Lue, which may be limited in number,sell for
$6 each

NEARLY NEW

,

,

j 1.7

ij

festi_
Adventure m Hollywood for Baldwin; the 9lh
9ldi will be a silent film comedy testi.
^cr First Friends Church in Whittier,Calif. (To be continued next month)

:r»
WURLITZER REPLICA

- 2 MANUAL,6 RANK
- ENGLISH POST HORN TO 16'

THE
THEATRE
PIPE ORGAN

- BEAUTIFUL, LARGE SCALE TIBIA
- 13 PERCUSSIONS/TRAPS
-4WURLITZER REPLICA TREMOLOS

- WURLITZER REPLICA REGULATORS
- HIGH PRESSURE,5 H.P. ORGOBLO
-GLASS SHUTTERS

- WURLITZER REPLICA CONSOLE WITH

M4,5flflIB
(REPLA CEMENT COST0VER $50,000!)

CAPTURE COMBINATION ACTION AND
FULL COUPLERS PLUS SUPER UNIFICATION

This orqati custom made for a pizza restaurant in 1974 by Wicks, was designed by a World Famous Wurlltzer authority.
It has magnificent sound and is exciting to play as well as reliable and trouble-free. Professionally removed and crated. Easy
to install.

You've seen the new Wicks entertainment organ. Here's your chance to get one with Wurlltzer features for a super
bargain price.

Perfect for commercial or home use where you want no headaches, quick results and a real power house sound!
For information -

call (415)647-5132-days

or write - SALE
3101 20th Street

San Francisco, CA 94110

tMfil

Above—Stage of the Oxford Theatre, Philadelphia.
An orange valance frames a curtain of the same

fabric in a brick color. A foot trimming of heavy

Below—South Hill.'! Theatre, Dormant, Pa. Lambre

STAGE

quin, ratine damask; valance, red and gold damask,

DRAPES

drawn open, is of ratine damask trimmed zoith heavy
boullion fringe; teaser border is of red velonr appli-

fringe in used on the curta-in.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF

NOVELTY SCENIC STUDIO

bells, red velmtr, dppliqued in gold; front curtain,

Above — The stage

and left proscenium
well of the Lincoln.

Drapes of red and
gold bring a note of
richness

to

an

in

terior of old rose and

ivory of dignified de
sign.

The

auditorium

as

seen from the stage,
.•ihozan above. A de

corative scheme of
great simplicity in
design and detail
gk'cs this handsome

playhouse lasting ap
peal.
^/VHEN GOING TO
THE MOVIES WAS
ESTHETIC AND
ENTERTAINING!

The year is 1928.
These two pages,
taken from issues
of Motion Picture

News for that year,
illustrate what pa
trons saw in addi
tion to the feature
attractions when

they attended a
show. Published

originally to give
theatre owners an
idea of modern

playhouses,they
depict the esthetic
The front of the
Lincoln theatre, pic
tured at the right.
The facade is exe
cuted in polychrome
terra

cotta.

Art

glass is utilized un
der the cornice and

in the valance effect

in the front openings.

side of show-going,

FROM_RAW MATERIALS TO FINISHED PRODUCT

yeST^WerE'reSlCT rs S""ReplT'Ga
WURLITZER REGULATOR AVAILABLE
At a pre-Christmas concert in Souliiern California's San Gabriel
Civic Auditorium, Chris Gorsuch, president of Gorsuch Enterprises,

inc., was stopped in the lobby by an observa.nt reader of The Con
sole, "Do you fellows in San Diego really make replica Wurlitzer
regulators, or was the one pictured in the October, 1979 issue of the
magazine just an old one you releathered and spruced up to look
like new?"

"We make them brand new from raw lumber and leather to the

finished article," Gorsuch replied. Noting the not-quite-sure look
on the other's face, Gorsuch added, "What makes you doubt its
being a replica ?"

"The picture shows the regulator with the word 'SOLO on the
topV was the reply.

Gorsuch's answer to this was, "We bought a set of steel letters
and numbers to stamp in words such as 'SOLO' and "MAIN' to lend

an air of authenticity to our product. I'm glad it looks so real.

That particular regulator went into the solo chamber of the Califor
nia Theatre just before the San Diego portion of the '79 ATOS Na
tional Convention. Drop into our shop sometime, and we'll show

you how we make regulators,tremulants and other pipe organ parts."
Since everyone can't 'drop in' to the San Diego.-based organ sup
ply house, Gorsuch v/ent through the full routine of putting together
one of his regulators and the accompanying pictures illustrate that

LEATHER LIFT OFF

Excess leather is carefully trimmed

away.

his Wurlitzer replica regulators are, indeed, a reality.

ROUGH BOTTOM ROUNDED OUT—Rounding off comers of the

bottom board,Chris Gorsuch prepares replica Wurlitzer regulator
that went to Lyn Larsen in Phoenix, Arizona.

Whether regulators are being built for professionals,such as
Lyn Larsen, as this one is, or intended for the average organ
i ach one is tested with full wind before leaving the shop.

BUILDER'S VIEW—(Photo should be turned right side up for
FIRST OF A DOUBLE DAB—The first of two coats of orange

shellac is applied to all wood surfaces. Spray techniques are
now used for the shellac, and an additional double
coating of a clear, harder finish. Other parts of the

——~—

regulator are seen on the work table where Gorsuch

BJ

is painting shellac.
—continued on next column

proper viewing)

Not only must regulator hold air satisfactor

ily, each part must function smoothly. Here Gorsuch uses a
specially designed wind trunk that permits him to inspect the valves for proper action.

flnjB

continued on Page IS
(In addition to building organ products, Chris Gorsuch
is an accomplished organist. He once played the fivemanual Moller organ when it was in San Diego)

REPLICA WURLITZER REGULATOR

WORKING WITH WRIGHT IS GREAT', SAYS
ORGAN CURATOR TERRY CHARLES AT KIRK

continued from page 14

by Terry Charles

Having received two or three letters asking me how it was to
have George Wright to work with in concert preparation of our
organ here at the Kirk of Dunedin, and how his program was re
ceived, 1 take this time to drop a few points of interest to the
readers of The Console.

First

He is great with his audiences (three sold out concerts

here) in terms of rapport and friendliness. Second
He is great
to work with and absolutely professional in every way as you
might imagine. 1, in being responsible for the performance of
the organ, was very much aware of his effort to create a totally
relaxed atmosphere in which we worked and it was actually great
fun.

While it might be that in other instruments which are not in the

basic excellent operating condition which our organ is, there

might well(and quite probably should) be a situation of some dif
ficulty which womd have been created by those requesting the
man to perform on an instrument not in proper shape for whatever

reason. Suffice to say that it is and will be a pleasure to work
with him in every way possible to create (for everyone concerned)
a superb musical evening culminating in a surpior organist, a sup

71
THIS PHOTO,originally published in the October, 1979 issue of
The Console, sparked the observant reader in questioning if the
Gorsuch-built regulator was a rejuvinated original or really a re
plica as claimed. The world 'SOLO' can be seen on lower left

er and responsive audience, and what we feel is a fine insfrunrjent.
Regarding the selections, which were super for the audience
here, I can say there was something for every musical taste. Some

things played simply, short and swwet, some difficult and requir-

side of top board.

AND''N6w^CANNE:r)''fREK

the likeness of his playing of our organ and the sound of his Hawiian recording, a version of "Basin Street" which was tops in my

book, and the complete "Slughter on Tenth Avenue'^ other things
by Kern,Greig,Cole Porter and Richard Rodgers.
And to set the record straight regarding the Bob McKee letter

to The Console (February, 1980), in which he states there is "an
obvious flaw" in the organ, 1 can fully state that, while the un

enclosed large scale chimes are loud, I have played the "Carill
on de V/estminster" to a standing ovation largely due to those par
ticular chimes AND have done some things using them to sound

as a carillon in a tower in the midst of medium and full organ at
which point they would not be heard at all were they in the cham
ber.

While all this is OK, it has also been our idea for years to have
another set in the chamber.

I have had tiie chime tubes for the

same stored for several years but had no action. George has come
to the needed rescue and supplied us with an action and 1 am do^
nating the tubes and we will all be happier with BOTH sets IN and

OUT.... and... with a switch to select which one OR play them
together!

People came from all over for George's concerts, especially on
the Saturday performance date which is not sold out practically'/
by season ticket holders, and I am certain no one was disappoint
ed, for he put on a great show, played super on all three evenings,
and anyone who missed that great opportunity simply did just that!
*Foort Attends Concert*

JUST PUT IT TOGETHER—For the busy enthusiast who is deep
into putting together an organ in his home,garage,basement or
whatever, Gorsuch Enterprises also produces a Replica Wurlitzer

Tremulant in kit form (pictured above). The customer just adds
finish, leather, glue and labor. Kit parts are made of poplar, as
the originals were, are drilled and sandedj the customer supplies
his own labor to keep the prices low. Additional information is
available by contacting Gorsuch Enterprises at 8268 Clairemont
Mesa Blvd.,#302, San Diego,Calif. 92111 or by phone (714)

560-4606. Completely assembled and finished tremulants are al

I had the pleasure of sitting with Reggie Foort on one evening
of the three' Wright concerts and can report to you that he is do
ing quite well it seems. I personally think he and Betty are great
people and we enjoy having them at our concerts. Reg played a
Kirk concert a few years back and we still have people remebering his excellent performance of the Poet and Peasant Overture,
The Storm and the other things he played for us which are his
trademark pieces.
*More Additions To Organ*

The organ here is now 4/22 with additions and changes being
started and prepared for now which will bring it to 4/30 in a

so in stock and readily available.

few months^

ORGANIST DOESN'T GO TO NEW JOB UNTIL JULY

DALLAS BUFFS HEAR REBUILT ORGAN IN CONCERT HALL

Organist John Brown has not moved to Lansing, Michigan, as it
was incorrectly reported in the March issue of The Console. "I
won't be leaving until sometime in July and I will be moving to
Kalamazoo where I will be joining the staff of organists in the
new Roaring 20's operation. We will be featuring Russ Nelson's
former residence Wurlitzer, the 4/28 which is being updated to
the latest multiple systems including an automated rhythm sec
tion using the toy counter," Brown said.
He also noted that his San Gabriel Civic record was produced

in 1978, not '79 as reported.
BLUE GRASS CLUB TO DISCUSS CONCERT SHOW

Members of Bluegrass Chapter ATOS in Lexington,Kentucky,
expect that the June meeting may be a 'chapter' project to have
Father Bill Biebel, Erie, Penna., play two evening
concerts in Lexington. The project will be discussed

during the current month , it was reported in "The
Post rtotn',' official newsletter published by the unit,

M\

Dallas organ buffs recently attended a concert played by Gene

Powell and iSale FlauEry on the Organ World Concert Hall theatre

organ in Garland, Texas. The instrument, which is located in
the Organ World store, was improved by Dick Cooper and Howard
Pettigrew along with owner Gene Powell. The program was play
ed for members of North Texas Chapter ATOS
*Former Beck Wurlitzer Featured On TV*

John Beck Hall, the residence studio organ erected by the late
John Beck and left to his friends Gil and Sylvia Swift, was the
featured segment of KDFW-TV Countiy Reporter on Saturday,
January 12. The coverage was reported to be excellent. While
cameras panned various sections of the instrument, Gil Swift ex
plained their functions. Gene Powell, owner of Organ World
Music Company in Suburban Garland, deomonstrated the console and completed the segment by playing "some very exciting and lovely music',' it was

1 i iff ffE

reported in the chapter newsletter, "The Keraulophone.

It was not indicated what organ would be used for the
strument so far as records reveal.

The Beck organ was originally installed

-in the Plaza Theatre at El Paso. It is a Style 260

two shows; Lexington does not have an in-theatre in
...MnuhMiiRJ.IiTi

,

three-manual Wurlitzer.

Try It
ThisWay

CANDl CARLEY PLAYS TO AUDIENCE

OF OVER 400; ALL POP PROGRAM
I Organist Cani Carley took the San Gabriel Civic

by Ray Sawyer

Auditorium Wurlitzer out of its nostalgic niche Satur
day night, April 19th to show that what was once a
contemporary instrument still can be just that, as
modern as the piano, violin, etc. are considered ev

en though they are almost as old as the pipe organ,
Candiput a light touch on every thing she played—

Ml lyRFP 1^
I 9 gjsegments
Number
10 and have
11, the
three
of so-call- and whatincluded
popthat
tunes,
pop tunes,
rock
IMUiVIDCrs
Theatre-type
techniques
been
set styles
down,hopefully
not in aold
style
was new
bouncy,
very easy
to provide new outlets for the aspiring pop-organist. As ^o hear and super sprightly. Not once did she delve
has been stated previously, it is the desire of this writer to bring out a few ideas
heavy classics, although at times her playing
what I have written already included in his or her approach
to playing
rr
y o for the

^ great
workout.
fact that sheThey
didn't
include
a classic
didn't
bothei The
the audieuce.
gave
ex-

More than a few of the suggestions and methods, etc.,that have been included

acclaim for most everything she played.

Her closing was something that many had never
in these pages will not be found in any previously-published instruction books.
a happy-go-lucky mish
The very idea of breaking away at any time during a given serious amatuer'sex before heard in a theatre
istance from being tied to what is found on the pages of their instruction book mash Hoedown. She tossed everything into this mu
OR the pages of the popular and/or semi-popular music currently purchas:ed in
the store may never have entered the minds of those now being discussed; the

secret of special-arrangements of ANY selection, stemming entirely from what

sical salad and it came out with fine musical flavor.

This was the first concert that the organ was used
to
to convey
convey the
the musical
musical tastes
tastes of
of younger
younger people,
people, and
and

you the performer may personally insert, add to, alter, or otherwise offer your although there weren't a great many young uns there,
listeners may originate quite satisfactorily from what is read in these submission!y^hat she did was apparently just great with her pa-

Granted there are more than a few albums of very intriguing arrangements by trons since the voluminous applause suggested that no
several of our leading exponents of exactly what we are talking about. These ar- one was sitting on their hancfe.
rangements are easy for them to play, to teach others to play,hopefully to genet- This performance had the largest turn out in many

ate a segment of our serious amatuers to buy thus to sound as much like the
months. There were over 400 in attendance, accordcomposer as they can. To rake over an old bone, imitation may be termed the i'ng to ATOS officials. The organ club sponsored the
greatest form of flattery. Accepted, as far as that goes, HOWEVER, why not
show. The next ATOS show features Lyn Larsen at tlie

train yourself to make or formulate -^our own arrangements that will develope

console of the Pasadena Civic Moller organ. May

into a form of self-expression that will increase in value as the de-

23xd.

gree of difficulty increases, which it will as you yourself improve'
There are two forms of theatre styles that use but three notes— ^

rather than the above four and five-note chords against which the
melody is played. Take any tune you can play cleanly in ballad
tempo, 'Beautiful Dreamer', 'Blue Moon', 'East of the Sun', 'Gypyy
Sweetheart', 'I'll Get By,' 'Beyond the Reef, are but a few that
may be used in both of the styles in this section,

:
;
;
|
i

To begin, take any of these tunes or one that you may choose

;

;
___

^/\/\
I-wt-*-!
^ / r AdriXVH
1 -l-kVvl
JJllUOXCO

that is easy to play in three-note triads. As an example, take the

first eight bars, use the RH and play the melody much as you
might on the piano. When this section is smooth play the top twc
notes with the RH and the lower note with the LH using a contrast'

theatre organ concerts

ing registration on the lower manual. Suggest the upper manual
uses Tibias 16' 4' 2' and lower manaul 8' Tuba or Diapason. Try

upper manual Violins with 4' Tibia to dress the sound a little
while Diapason-Tibia 8' may be best for the IH. Try your RH an
octave above where it was written THEN you LH an octave below
where the RH moves.

The other form of three-note style may be a little more diffi
cult however extremely effective while playing the same tunes as

listed above as well as something you mi^t find suitable from

(postage)

your own choosing. Here again you will use a triad, drawing
most frequently Tibia 8' - 4'. As an example, try 'Beautiful
Dreamer' first as it seems to adapt itself quite well to the follow

ing. Begin quite high, usually in Eb; your first note or chord will
be G-Bb-Eb, (melody on top). Now play the middle note,or Bb
on the same manual an octave below where it was in the chord,
with the LH of course. This will give you the start of what must

for album and/or concert dates write:

be done with the balance of the tune; the middle note of the tri

The Emery Theatre
1112 Walnut St., Cincinnati, Ohio 45210

ad an octave below where it usually sounds. As with the first me

attn: Marilyn Libbin

thod, polish a section at a time with your RH, becoming cntirel-y
familiar with the correct inversions related to all the notes in the

melody. Learn both styles if possible while using the same tune,
thus giving yourself a better opportunity to familiarize your think'
ing while employing a melody that should require a minimum of
attention, leaving more of the practice-process free to learn a
new and beautiful technique.
Inasmuch as these two methods or styles require a rather indi

vidual stop-selection, it may be best to
discover one or possibly two tunes with

. . goes through the old timers with easy familiarity . .
"The playing is ... spectacular."
—Theatre Organ Magazine
.. pure theatre styling ..."

which to demonstrate your new technique. BJ

"The organ ... responds to her registration and imagina

• It is possible you will agree that the triad-

tive arrangement..

stylo is best used as a feature,NOT as a

casually-inserted resource, similar to
of the previous ideas set forth in this col-

GOOD CONCERT DATES STILL AVAILABLE

—CONSOLE Magazine
P'

f [\| : When Ron Rhode came to San GabI -p ; riel Civic />uditoriuin with his con-

- ' i cert show last March 23rd, it was
announced there would be special
attraction in addition to his full concert. And

there was

fellow artist and personal friend

Lyn Larsen put in an appearance and played
solo and duet numbers with Rhode.

TRYING TO BUY IT BACK

The two

alternated between piano and organ benches
in spirited selections. They also got together
on the Wurlitzer bench, pictured at right,to

play an •rgan duet.

Bob McRaney seat

ed at the console of the 2/7 Robert-Morton in the

Saenger Theatre,Hattisburg, Mississippi, in 1968.
It was the last photo taken of the console before
the organ was removed. Now the property of
Frank Evans in Meridian,Miss.,"Friends of the
Saenger" want to buy the instrument and re-erect

^oth artists were ex

ceptional and both were given extended ap

plause for their excellent musical presenta
tions^

it in the theatre which they plan to convert to a

performing arts center. In the event the Morton

RON RHODE RELEASES NEW

is not for sale, a search will be made to locate a
two or three manual Morton,Wurlitzer,Kimball,
or other make instrument to put in tire house. Web
Heidelberg is president of the group in charge of

ALBUM—HAS FINE PROGRAM

OF OLD AND NEW TUNES

the Saenger project.

For those who appreciate superb theatre or-

gan music, played with high imagi nation J
that transports tiie listener into a theatre without effort, Ren Rhcdels newest re- THE NEW CIVIC ORGAN

continued from p. 6

lease, WHO? is one of the best turned out by any artist todate. His style of play speaks well for both the installing technicians and.

ing more than adequately conveys the nostalgia of the contemporary area in

the
" organist.
.
Hazleton's
. capabilities
. ... . on the organ

which theatre organs were kings of the entertainment world, and he' also brings

bench are well known. The Junchen-Collins Organ

the instrument up to the present with his renditions of Theme from New York,

Corporation, now the Baranger Studios, accomplish-

New York and "Can You Read My Mind?"

ed a great deal within the nine-iponthperiod they ^

His arrangements and various styles in playing the wide range in music show

were in the auditorium, considering there were ap-

well-planned and executed presentations. The numbers on mis disc are "Who? ,proximately two months of this period lost to them
"Theme from New Y«rk, New York'i "Ramona'^ "Let's All Sing Like The Birdies in erecting the organ within that period due to varSingV "Peg of My Heart'; "Repasz Band'; "Liechtensteinter Polka'; "Am 1 Blue" lous show rehearsals that were held on stage and
(almost sounds as if it were a ragtime creation),"Chattanooga Choo-choo';
precluded working in chambers. Basically three
"Sweet Georgia Brewn", "Can You Read My Mind?" and "Malaguena'l

men erected the instr-ument with temporary help

The album was recorded on the Mesa, Arizona, Organ Stop Pizza Parlor Wurlit- when heavy work required it. Installation was start
ler, the former 3/15 from the Denver Theatre, Denver, Colorado. It was rebuilt ed in July, 1979 and completed the day prior to the
and erected as a 3/23 in ils Mesa home.

concert, April 23rd.

ation, 5326 North Seventh Street, Phoenix, Arizona 85014. Price of the record
is $7 postpaid.

professionally installed theatre organ in a theatre
building since the Hillgreen-Lane pipe organ was

The album OSP 105, in stereo, is available from tlie William P. Brown Corpo^- it is also interesting to note that this is the first

RADIO CITY OFFERS LENGTHY DAILY TOUR OE STAGE
Stage-struck people, those with just plain curious natures,and those who want

magnum opus.' It may well be for some time,

to go where the action is around theatres are now given the opportunity to see it
lie is able to erect another large theatre-type
all in New York City at the Radio City Music Hall. Beginning Friday, April lit^nstrument in another public hall or theatre,

the Music Hall inauguerated regularly scheduled touts of the entertainment cen-

..,_--rTTZ_
^
ter. Tours are two and one-half hours long and cover the great stage. They are ^AHTS W9RD_CF OLD

operated seven days a week from 9am to 4pm and the admissjon is $5.95 per
person (kids under five admitted free). Special rates and tours of varying specialties and lengths are available at special rates for groups of 15 or more.
Winding over, under and across the great state, the tours will allow the public
to explore every comer of the legendary theatre, from rehearsal halls, costume
and set shops, recording studios, projection booths, dressing rooms,production

. Organ Historical Society members art p
ing to locate the old packer organ
Bemadine s Catholic Church m San Bernard , .
It was the firet pipe organ m Southern Caliform^
and was in the church
until 12 contact The Console.
having
having information
information is
is asked
asked to
to contact The Con I .

areas and giant multiievered stage elevators. For the organ-minded _ [
the main theatre Wurlitzer is included and the 3/14 studio Wurlitzer aty

so may be seen.. During tours visitors will be entertained with neverbefore heard tidbits of Music Hall history.
Advance reservations are required for the tours. For information and
reservations, call(212) 246-4621. Out-of-towners should write direct
[
to the theatre management. Radio City Music Hall, Rockefeller Cent- /
I iVv i -w-H
er, New York, New York.
RAIL, PRESERVATION, CRGAN FANS PACK SAN GABRIEL HALL
T'X

GEORGEl

Steamy nostalgia packed San Gabriel Civic Auditorium,Saturday,
April 26th with an enthusiastic crowd of rail fans who paid $4 a seat to
see "Red Signal", a silent film, accompanied by-Caylor-d-Carter at the

Wurlitzer organ.'Sponsored jointly by local rail ■

^

and preservationist groups,proceeds from the

W |\1V il i i
WEIGHT
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M //
/
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ConcertL

CONCERT information and availability contact:

for concert information and availability CONTACT;

J.
J- NELSON
NELSON MANAGEMENT
MANAGEMENT
900
900 ANDERSEN
ANDERSEN DRIVE
DRIVE

show went to the restoration fund for the Palms

depot,now in Heritage Square,Los Angeles. A

SAN RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA 94901
(415) 457-2055

good representation of organ fans,led by Sandy
Fleet, were noted at the performance.

ncr am

'^57-2055

April
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ma complex. It was Rank who started off all this twinning at their
Odeon Nottingham. It had been the Ritz in the 1930s and was built
by County Cinemas in which was installed a 4/22 Conacher. Plans

call at the Odeon Leicester Square for removing the stage, and of
course, the Duchess Compton 5/17. They tell me they can't twin

the Leicester Square Theatre which is across the Square as it is not
technically possible. What a shame. This place had been the home
of a 2/10 Wurlitzer. Built as a theatre and opened under RKO Pic
tures banner.

At present Ranks say nothing is definite about the Odeon and sev

eral members of the board are against its twinning. Let's hope they
win. A certain amount of prestige would be lost if they doubled it,

A mistake was made in 1967 when they spent 400,000 dollars re
vamping the place. It was beautiful and a veritable art deco dream,

like Radio City Music Hall. They didn't improve it at al, but for
tunately tlie organ was retained along with its player, the late Ger
ald Shaw, I and many others wouldn't like to think of this house
becoming just another "Odeon Film Centre" as the firm calls their
multi-auditorium cinemas.

This is something church organ fans don't have to worry over. For
example, our new Archbishop, the Primate of All England, as the
Archbishop of Canterbury is called, shook to the sounds of the huge
refurbished Willis Organ. Your Archbishop Allen, Billy Graham
CLOTH BOUND
Formerly the Birmingham Paramount, this is
now Ranks' Odeon and the photo shows the house as it appeared
in 1960 when the art deco decor was shrouded in cloth drapery,
and the ceiling was lowered over the stage. The console rises
and turns. Many major stars appear in one night stands here. In
the 're-birth" of the Compton the staff discovered the original

and every Archbishop and high church dignitary were there,too. It
cost two hundred thousand dollars to do the job. The organ got anew

console of three manuals (one was lost in the reshuffle—it's fashion
able you know), new relays, a transistor memory whatsis, a new di
vision in the nave to overcome an old problem, Willis stuffed the
giant organ up in the triforium in the choir which blocked off much

of the sound to the lower orders of the society.

house curtain, cleaned it up and put it back into use to aSd a

Again NOEL MANDER did a wonderful job, just as he did at St.

glamorous touch. With the elegant wood console in concert po

Paul's Cathedral in London. No! The console doesn't come up or
sition, the curtain does add to the otherwise drabness of the cinl- revolve
and architects don't interfere with the decor, thark heavema,

photo by John D. Sharp

1^I
ri?l

I ,ens..., Amen!

YORK ORGAN SOCIETY MAY HAVE HOME IN FORMER
ionaire had joined the board of l^EW
REGENT THEATRE WHERE WELTE PIPE ORGAN IS INSTALLED
continued from page four

Odeon. He was annoyed that
propagandist films he had back-

A delegation of New YorkTheatre Organ Society members has
been appointed by the club board to inspect the Welte theatre

ed did not and could not get ont pipe organ remaining in the former RKO Regent Theatre on Sev
major circuits in the U.K. He

was also on the board of the mammoth Gaumont-British circuit

and ownedthe two largest movie studios in Europe, Denham and
Pinewood, near London, which is the film making centre in the
'United Kingdom.

enth Avenue and 116th Street in Manhattan. It is now the First

Corinthian Baptist Church. Committeemen Mel Robinson,Frank
Cimmino,Dr. Levy Elzy and Bob Godfrey will inspect the organ
and depending on findings, the church and board will arrange rest-

T iQ^
i V lay dying of
f cancer and asked J. Arthur to take oration,
maintenance and regular use of the instrument by the orIn
1941-( Deutsch
g^n society.

his place. This Rank did and the rest is, as they say, folks, hist

The church has expressed an eagerness to restore the organ,

ory! Thus the Rank Organisation was bom. Some say it was
and has indicated a willingness to provide the necessary finances.
good, others say it was bad. To me, there was good in it and
The society will supply the manpower.
bad. Just now the British film industry is in the worst state it has
The Regent Theatre was the first deluxe house built expressly
ever been. Some of Rank's ideas were good and now people are for showing motion pictures in New York. Designed by Thomas W.
seeing that he may have been not so wrong. The 'lefties' hate
Lamb, noted theatre architect, it was once managed by Roxy. It
him and the others think he put the UK on top for a time.

He DIDN'T like organs and publicly said so. However, he de
fended the Odeon Leicester Square organ, and apparently the
Birmingham and other main ones, I'm told. Organs aside, Rank
went on to spread the Odeon gospel around the globe. He bought
the Greater Union chain in Australia; the Kerridge chain in New
Zealand; the Tuschinski circuit in Holland; a chain in Canada —
you name it and they're there. Today the money comes from the
huge Xerox Corporation part of Rank, hotels, television stations
and manufactured TV sets, equipment for cinemas
quite a bit
of merchandise.

is described in detail in Ben Hall's book, "The Best Remaining
Seats',' pages 30 through 35.

from The Horseshoe

THEATR'e on VERMONT WAS THE MADRID
In answer to the theatre in Los Angeles on Vermont Avenue that
was the original location of the Robert-Morton organ new owned

by Alan Cervenka of Canoga Park,Calif.,it was named the Madrid,
according to Jack Reynolds, LA buff who grew up in Southern Cal
ifornia. The organ was played during its later years by the late
Dr. Phil Olson, well-known LA ATOS member who diied several

years ago.

He played the instrument while attending Polytech

The Birmingham Paramount was built in 1937. In 1960 Ranks j nic High in downtown Los Angeles where he was school organist.

sent along some bright chap to spruce up the big cinema. He tool

one of the big chandeliers from the Gaumont-State, Kilburn,foy
er, covered the walls of the beautiful art deco palace,lowered
the ceiling, even boarding over the pit and covering the console.

This didn't stop the'Brummies', as we call native Birmingham
inhabitants. They still kept it rising and revolving. Proudly they

have been working on it—the locals and Ron Curtis—and on
Sunday, February 17th saw Stanley King and others giving a
concert on the last organ that Paramount rublix ordered, so oldtime manager Max Gayton told me,

Touch Is Found

^ off the keyboards

I did a story on this house and its organ several years ago and
would have liked having this photo and other late ones for it. Un

fortunately the rare photo showing the original decor is lost. I'm
still trying to locate another copy.

The only organ magazine with a complete

Al Bollington opened Birmingham Paramount. He was coming

monthly Calendar of all local organ events.

for the special due, but for health reasons had to forego it. We
all hope he can still get over here. He has many fans.
The Odeon Birmingham is back on the air, too. BBC and com

mercial radio has featured it.

Most of the splendid work in gett

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION, 12 ISSUES FOR $B.

ing Ranks to use organs again and promoting organ concerts is

been with the^m^ since the^days of hundreds

the work of Ranks Leisure Services own BERT BERTRAM. He has

MAVIS JONES
4610 Cedros Ave.

ShBrman Oaks, CA 91403

convert their most famous cinema, the

Odeon Leicester Square into a twin cine-

Check or M.O. payable to L.A.P.O.C., mail to:

April
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T.O.RECORD REVIEWER BLASTED FOR UNFAIRNESS
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Respondnig to the announcement
John Ledwon,natron-

ATOS
director
who be
washeld
named
to home
head revision
to the
organization's
bylaws,
^ meeting
would
at his
in Agoura,
Caifornia,
April 20th,

INiPROVEMENT NOTE FOR T, O. DISTRIBUTION
four chapters of the club sent representatives to take part in general talk conLos Angeles Member Irv Eiler reported to The Con- ceming the suggested changes sent in by approximately 30 units in the inter-

sole that he did not receive his February/March issue national American Theatre Organ Society. Pictured above, beginning with
of Theatre Organ magazine until April 26th. One
Robert Power, seated at left end of table, those who took part in the session

week later, on M^ 3rd, the April/May issue popped were, clockwise Power, Jim West, chairman, Atlanta Chapter; Cindy
up in the mail. Eiler agreed with others in the or- Carleton, Sierra Chapter vice-chairman; Lois Segur, National ATOS Viceganization that the cciring election must be re-dated Presient, and a member os San Diego Chapter; Director John Lldwon, Preston,
to permit anyone who did not receive the official not- Kaufmann, Bill Exner, Los Angeles Chapter; W. S. Green, ATOS' Theatre
ice about entering the coming directorship race the Organ magazine; Ralph Beaudry and Carmella Ettaro, also Los Angeles observopportunity to do so.
ers, are seated at kitchen serving bar in background. It was determined that
TWO ORGAN BUILDERS PLEASED WITH ORGAN
a majority of the membership want some type of control placed on the tenure
West Coast Organmen Dick Villemin, of PortervilleUcr office-holders in the national end of ATOS. Atlanta and Sierra Chapter
and Gene Cinder, San Diego organ technician, both representatives were adamant about this change being made in the bvlaws reattneded the unvkling of the new Pasadena Civic Au- vision. Ledwon stipulated at the beginning of the meeting that all business
roval of
during the
the meeting
meeting would
would not
not be
divulged in
in any
any puoiicacicn
publication unc
until
d itorium pipe organ. Both expressed their approval
of transacted
transacted during
be divuigea
here are
the new Installation, noting, of course, that there
are the
the completed
completed revisions
revisions had
had been
been sent
sent to
to the
the national
national directors
directors for
tor approval.
approval,
still several items that need correction (such as the

it was made clear by several attending the meeting that if the revisions did

are well-known for their work in the field of theatre

for corrections and additions.

cisco Fox) Wurlitzer and the complete rebuild of the
former Atlanta Roxy Theatre Style 260 into what is

was obvious his statement reflected the feelings of most of those present who

GORDON BELT TO INSTALL WURLITZER IN HOME

survive and grow.

noisy tremulants in the solo chamber). The two men not satisfy the expectations of various chapters there would be further demand
organs.

In answer to the question "how can we make

Villemin installed the Lanterman (San Fran- national strong?" one of the visiting chapter members stated without qualifi-

now the San Sylmar Museum four-manual Wurlitzer.

cation

"get rid of the whole damned bunch'l He did not elaborate, but it

are aware that a complete change must be made in the organization it is to

—

jATOS ALREADY DEAD,CANNOT SURVIVE, BUFF STATES.

Hills near the famed Universal movie studio, and wilt 'it really doesn't matter if the bylaws are revised, _A-TOS is a d^ng orgambegin installation of a "2/7 Wurlitzer theatre organ he i zation which has beeta slowly strangled over the yearsjt was stated this inonth
has purchased from Richard Villemin in Pctterville, by a well-known ATOS personality who has been following the events that
CalifoTnia The orcan is expected
expectea to grow.
grow'
; started last Summerorganization
at the national
was predicted
conventionfollowing
in Los Angeles
the representatives
when change _
^S^>SS>S:SSSSS:S>SSSS£^S>S£>S:s&SS!S!!S:S!S!S!S!&SiS!S&S&S!S&S!S&£>i and general business meetings. The member, who requested his
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(9 name be withheld from print, said that it is his belief those in
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» cd to altci their present policies. The same person said it is not
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predict what action will be taken on revision of the
^ W present bylaws until they are presented. He was not optomistic
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about their adoption in revised form.

K
Hope For Organization*
g
Another *Still
well-known
ATOS member advanced the opinion that
(ft the current state of affairs will definitely lead to the gradual de« mise of the society unless a complete change is made in the na
S
tional setup. By this, it was pointed out,

, |

ANKENY, IOWA 50021

'

had approved there would have been a different policy in effect
by this time. He pointed out that it was thought changes w_ere
not made simply because the ones in control of the society did
not know what to do about making them. Since then a sobering

B

Isional advise in the operation
ganization to bring the membership up to
least 12,000 or better.

CIVIC ORGAN DEDICATION SHOW

—continued from page nine

Steve Adams, who burned much midnight oil during the nine months required
to get the job done.

When being exposed to many organs, it is sometimes rare that one particular
instrument "turns you on" more than another. Your reviewer avows this one does

ORGAN IZKO A?>S INFORMATION

just that, and judging from discussions and remarks by other buffs in attendance,

Orgaii-ucd Adb grtf piiblil^hLsl st 9 cqst of JT.50 for the
ftt^l 20 wordH, and 4I.OO for each additional 20; no :

the organ is magnificent)

charge ih made tor name, address ai-d telephone nombors. Adt. not accompanied by payment are sutifect to a :
service chatgc of 25 cents, when billed by The Console,

organ really "speaks out'^ unhampered by grille restrictions such as were exper

lo cover this cost and postage.

FOR S/iLE

FOR SALE *

With large, full shutter openings fronting the spacious chamber areas, the
ienced in the big Wiltern Kimball organ. The 32' Bombarde blends in much

better than those of the Kimball and gives a real thrill to the listener when full

organ is used. Among the outstanding ranks are the French Horn,Diapason and
seven ranks of Strings!
The loudest stop is the English Post Horn in the right or Solo Chamber. It does
FOR SALEi
not blend well with the rest of the voices of the instrument. It is overpowering.

WURLITZER STYLE "D" AND RELAY in good condi

For the size of this organ, it does not come on "muddy" when full organ is play

tion. Make offer. Call Ron (213) 428-3560 after

ed. The combinations appear limidess with extensive unification and couplers

5prn. 1419 East Artesia Blvd.,Long Beach,Cal.90805 galore. One might expect to find a Pedal to Bench Coupler, so profuse are the

BL^TIFUL ORCHESTRAL PIPE ORGAN voiced and
sized for home or studio. Two horseshoe consoles,10

stop tablets on the console's horseshoe rail.

Hazleton's superb program encompassed "something for everyone') He opened

ranks, three 16' extensions,lots of goodies. Stop list with the old tried and true warhorse Toccata and Fvge in D Minor, showing liie
and specs upon request. Don Myers, 1223 N.E. 108th, concert capabilities of the instrument. Music from 'Aint Misbehavin', the Fats
Waller musical revue, Adagio, from Saint-Saen's Organ Symphony, a George
Seattle, Washington 98125, or call(206) 632-8555,
Gershwin medley, Music from'Brigadocn' and Richard Purvis' "Fanfare' did
days, or (206) 362-3167 evenings.
much to exhibit Hazleton's playing technique, but a real test of it came in an

WURiTtSr CHRYSOGLOTT, $250; Aeolian DuoArt involved rendition of excerpts from Mussorgsky's "Pictures at an Exhibition."
upright piano, $1,500; Deagan Glockenspiel,$400;

Wurlitzer Glcckenspieh $500: Kinura, $600; Kim-

Two recent film scores, from Superman and Saturday Night Fever, were includ
ed in the program. A hymn,"Sweet,Sweet Spirit') and in answer to special re

ball Tibia, $400; 16' Reed, $300. All items plus
quests, the Fantasy on Plop,Plop,Fizz,Fizz(music adapted from the Alka Selzer
shipping and crating. First come first serve basis. H. commercial) were alos played by the artist.

Morch, 127 Belmil Road, Bellmore, New York 1171C

Tom proved equally competant with classical as r/'ell as the popular select'ons
he played in his program. The only time he appeared ill at ease was W£S in
Century motor,1750 RPM,500 cu ft/min,15 inches the opening minutes of the performance when getting on and off the organ bench
pressure, $500. Rudy Prey, 2050 Willow Way, San to acknowledge applause and make his announcements of the selections he would
play. It was because he glanced down from his console platform into the orches
Bruno, Calif. 94066.
tra pit area and apparently was startled by the abyss. He grasped the edge of the
EX^RIENCE A SONIC SPECTACULAR! "Tea For
console and moved gingerly as if in fear of tumbling into the pit. The situation
Two"—Tom Gnaster plays the 3/17 Uniphone once was later remedied when the pit elevator brought the floor higher and diminish
installed in the Rivoli Theatre, Indianapolis, in a
ed the space between console platform floor and pit floor.
second offering of that last testimonial to one of the
Hazleton's performance was obviously a pleasing one to his audience of near
country's most bombastic theatre organs. Send $6. 71 ly 3,000 people if the iTemendous rounds of applause he was given after each
to Tom Gnaster, 167 Carriage Drive, Clastonbury,
selection is any indication of pleasure. It did demonstrate that theatre organ
Conn. 06033.
music is fun and great entertainment!
The big stumbling block in presenting concerts at Pasadena Civic v/ill be the
WURLITZER RELAY 2/6, $250 or offer. Low pressure
SPENCER ORGOBLO—original single phase 3 HP,

pipework: large scale 4' Diapason, $150; 8' Austin

high cost of leasing the theatre. Rent is approximately $2,000 per show. It

Oboe, $100; 4' Cuintadena, $50; 8' Aeoline and Ae- will require top artists with top show attractions to crack this nut and at least
oline Celeste, $i50;(3-1/2" W.P.); 8' Oboe (3-1/2' break ev^m

W^. P. ); shutters and miscellaneous, W, Potter, 3249
Baywood Lane, Napa, Calif. 94558. Phone evenings

to(707) 255-9459.
THEATRE AND CLASSICAL PIPE ORGAN LP's from

$2 each. Send for SASE to: Rodger Edwin Coon,971

T.O.RECORD REVIEWER BLASTED FOR UNFAIRNESS
In what appears to be a :crt cf running battle over record revieviing practices,

Theatre Organ magazine record reviewer S. W. Green and Organist Don Thomp
son were sniping at one another again in recent months. The continuous fight

was brought out in the open when Bill Gallagher,secretary/treasurer of Pipe

Hillcrest Drive, Redwood City,Calif. 94062.

Organ Productions Ltd., the firm that produces Thompson's recordings and ar

MUST SELL: WURLITZER MARIMBA,complete in

ranges his concert bookings, wrote Theatre Organ magazine the following lett
er about Green's critique of Thompson's latest album release, and also forward
ed a copy to The Console, stating he doubted the ATOS journal would publish
it. Believing that both sides of any story should be aired, the letter is publish

fine condition but needs re-covering,from Los An

geles Million Dollar Theatre, $1,600 or best offer.
Wurlitzer tuned sleigh bells, re-leathers complete
and in fine condition, $800 or best offer. Terry

Charles, The Kirk of Dunedin, Causeway at Bay-

shore Boulevard, Dunedin, Florida 33528.

ed verbatim:

"We were somewhat surprised to read Stu Green's review of Don Thompson's
"Canadian Capers" record. The tone of his reviews of this artist's work is rela

HELP! HELP! EASTERN MASS. CHAPTER AT OS

needs only four pipes to complete club organ. Will
you help by checking your collection of miscellan
eous pipes and advising if you have the following for
sale: All Wurlitzer: Viol Celeste #51 (D)from 73pipe rank; Clarinet #47(A#) from 61-pipe rank; Kin

tively predictable; however,anyone who refers to a strict-tempo organ record

of waltzes,foxtrots and tangos as a "disco" record is either abysmally out of
touch with musical terminology or else is administering a none-too-subtle

put-down. Either way he ought not to be in the business of reviewing records.
There is no place in that business for someone who is either uninformed or

prejudiced or possibly both. Reginald Dixon, George vVright and Billy Nalle

have all in tlieir time produced strict tempo organ records,but if any of these

ura #58(A) and #60 (B) from 61-note rank. RoyalN, were to be re-released do you suppose for a minute they would be so summarily

Schwiger, 41 Lawndale Road, Stoneham, Mass.
02180, or call collect(617) 438-1633 after 6pm.
WURLITZER TtlEATRE ORGAN, three-manual, 14
ranks. Opus 1780, 235 Special. Prime condition.

dismissed

of course not!

"He goes on to say that this is a theatre organ record only in the sense that

it is recorded on a theatre organ, an odd comment to make about a disk which
was reviewed in the Cinema Organ Society Newsletter in the following terms:
Serious buyers only. Specificatictis on request, Mrs, "one of the best records Don has ever made... skillfully avoids any feeling of
mechanical rhythm and in fact injects a good deal of feeling into his playing...
John Klein, 700 West 3rd Street, Muscatine,Iowa
variety of registration is another point in his favour and this is coupled with
52761, or call(319) 263-6648.
first class recording and pressing. This is a record we can heartily recommend"
ESTEY ORGAN PARTS (from L. A. Trade Tech)—
"Can they have been listening to the same recording? We really feel that if
chests, combination actions, coupler controls for
MR. Green is so unable to control his antipathy to\\ards this artist that he is in
4-manual, 38-rank organ. Bill Coffman, (213)

322-2592.

^

^

capable of giving a fair review,then he should perhaps refuse to review this
--ar-tistIa.re.coixis-jn-iutuEe-and-content4iimsalf-w-ith-just-(CQnclud&d-on-Ease--l-9-)

STEREO THEATRE ORGAN ALBUMS FOR SALE—21 very good to mint con

TWO MANUAL WURLITZER STYLE D augmented
console with relay, $1,200 or will trade fct Clarin
et, Sax or Master Harp. E.W. C.Cunningham,
14622 Quail Haven Lane,El Cajon,Calif. 92021 or

.r.aao" dirP|0,t-tn-disr| T paid $15 for this and rare collector's item "Raymond
Shelley at the Detroit Fox') Please call (313) 731-7819

call(714) 442-4649 or (714) 469-8531.

BBJ

W ANTED——Theatre organ,theatre photos,program:
and all memorabilia of silent theatre era. The Con

sole, P. O.Box 744-C, Pasadena,California 91104.

dition; rare titles and collector's items including "George Wright at the Chi-

for list of titles. Robert Ashby, 47230 Harry Street,

P|« Utica, Michigan 48087. $50 complete package.

get YOUR TICKETS NOW FOR THE LYN LARSEN

Anril ^ lORf^^SOUND SPECTACULAR AT PASADENA CIVIC AUDITORIUM MAY 23 RD!

THIS FOUR MANUAL Wurlitzer console and its 23 ranks are al

This restaurant will be open during September, 1980, it has

most ready to travel to Tuscon,Arizona, and land somewhere in

been announced by Organ Stop Pizza Potentate Bill Brown. The

the area of earth pictured at right where work is in progress aft
er ground breaking ceremonies last March 6th for the newest

setting for the parlour has as ils background the Catalina
Mountain range which are 10,000 plus elevaticn ;'n the many

Organ Stop Pizza Parlour.

peaks.

ARIZONA

ORGAN HIGHLIGHTS

WAREHOUSING tire former RKO Roxy/Center 4/34 Wurlitzer

One of the two 40-foot vans that were packed in Alexandria

is being directed by Grahame Davis, right, as fovklift hoists
part of relay to its storage place in Bill Brown's warehouse.

The two vans were shipped by rail to Phoenix.

with the big W^urlitzer as it was removed from the skating rink.

in the world is
now in Phoenix.

^

Bill Brown is the

W

one responsible

■

for the activity

I

with his pizza

I

parlors and the

§

^

ual Wurlitzer in
his home. -He is

?
I

atill actively engaged in collect-

in the

GUEST

Alva Wilson pictured at the Brown

on

this p g

POSING in front of the Wurlitzer that Bill Brown purchased from

five manual residence Wurlitzer in Phoenix.

Jimmy Boyce in Alexandria,Va., are Grahame Davis, Brown's
chief organ technician for his Organ Stop restaurant chain, two

He installed the 3/14 Hillgreen-Lane organ

at New Mexico Military Institute, Brown's

r

alma mater, in 1941 and still maintains the
organ with the local ATOS group at Roswell.
He was the weekend guest of the Brown family for the March concert by Ren Rhode at
the Mesa Organ Stop Pizza Parlour. Another

Military Institute student who has become
well-known is Bob McNuer.

HJ

large five-man-

S
I

helpers who were hired to help put the organ into storage in
the Brown organ warehouse, Eric Brown, son of the Pizza Po
tentate, and Michael Zembsch, assistant organ technician

in the Organ Stop organization. "We have no plans at the
present time to use this organ, but it will be available at a
Aoril

1980

moment's notice in the event a decision is made to install

it," Brown said.

CARNEGIE HALL CINEMA HAS FULL
DAY SILENT GRIND EVERY WED,
Starting Wednesday, April 16th Carnegie Hall Cine
ma inauguerated a new format for silent film presen
tation, Instead of coupling a silent with a sound feature
film the theatre now has a complete Silent/Organ pro

gram with three complete shows a day at 2, 5 and 8pm.
"It's a rugged schedule," stated Lee Erwin, who plays
the three shows, "but only for one day each week. It is

really a breeze after last year's grind, seven days a
week"

Erwin also noted that the Wurlitzer, which was the
late Ben Hall's "Little Mother Wurlitzer'^ generates a
great deal of enthusiasm with average New York movie

fans. "When we take people back-stage to see the or
gan chamber, it's always a revelation to them. They

are alwiyi astounded to see real pipes, drums, cymbal^
glockenspiels,xylophones,etc., instead of loud speakers
*Recorded Baldwin With Carter*

Recently Lee and Gaylord Carter shared an album to
gether with each organist recording one-half of a platt
er on a new Baldwin Theatre Organ. (Carter disclosed

the album will possibly be distributed early next month,
but did not state through what channels—organ dealer
stores or regular record shops—Ed), "Perhaps we'll

OCTAGON ORGAN ORNAMENT
One of the most unique settings for sev
eral organs, a concert grand piano, complex recording equipment and a
variety of lighting effects is found in the octagon music room of the Dr.
*Accompanying And Judging*
RobertTall and David Demers residence in Glendale,California, Al so
In addition to his Manhattan shows,recording thenev pictured in a striking color photo reproduction on the back cover of this is
Baldwin, Erwin also continues out-of-town playing date sue, the story about this unusual residence studio music room will appear
and on March 31st he did a one-night performance of
in a forthcoming issue of The Console.
"King of Kings" at the National Presbyterian Church in
continued from page three
Washington, D. C.,on the 105-rank AEolian-Skinner or MAILING SNAFU FOR ATOS MAGAZINE
such a late date made it impossible for anyone member who had been de
gan. "It's a good sounding instrument," he said.
nied the information about filing for the election to comply with the clos
The first part of this month he was in Philadelphia
acting as a judge in the Northeastern Semi-final Comp ing date. This in effect created undue discrimination against the 900,
A letter was sent to all directors, the president and vice president of AT
etition "1980 iteyboard Entertainer Search" sponsored
by Liberace and conducted by Baldwin Piano and Organ OS requesting information about the late delivery and that the closing date
have to toss coins as to who is on "side one" and who is

one "side two',' he declared.

Company.

"In two days,we heard about 35 players, equally di
vided between piano and organ. There were many good
players on each instrument,but it was not difficult to
• celect a winner in each category. World finals will take
place in Las Vegas in May where the first prizes will be
$10,000 and an appearance with Liberace on stage at

of the nominations be advanced and announced either in the next issue of

Theatre Organ, or by special letter to all members.

It was also requested

that an explanation be published in the next issue of the journal detailing
the snafu situation. It was suggested that failure to stipulate a new clos
ing date could result in ^action being taken by affected members to force
the announcement of a new date.

LA members who have read Prater's answer to Beaudry have expressed the

opinion that had Prater'double checked on the actual mailing of the 900 is
Erwin is also slated to play "The Eagle" on May 9th sues he might have helped discover the mailing service oversight and then
at Manual High School Auditorium. 2405 Madison Ave,, he would not have suggested Beaudry apologize to Landrum. The same
Indianapolis, Indiana. Showtime will be 8pm. Tickets members expressed the thought that perhaps Prater owes Beaudry,for his un
are $4. 50 for adults, $2,50 for students.
warranted attack on the chairman, some sort of apology.
Carnegie Hall Cinema prints a large schedule of its
*Late Date Rumor Still Rampant*
Late arrival of Theatre Organ magazine has prompted several ATOS
coming performances, including the series of silent
films, A copy is available by sending a self-addressed, members to contact The Console to ask if the reason the magazine is late
double-stamped (30$) envelope to: Carnegie Hall Cin-' is due to the national office punishing LA Chapter for trying to accept as
ema, 887 Seventh Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10019.
sociate memberships, the latest call'cf this nature being received April 22.
the Hilton Hotel," he concluded.

FOX TOURING ORGAN TURNS TOPSY TURVY IN
RECENT NEW MEXICO TRUCK ACCIDENT

LOU HURVITZ FEATURED DM THEATRE ORGAN SHOW

Members of Potomac Valley Chapter ATOS enjoyed an excellent concert and silent film presentation by Lou Hurvijz at the Tivoli Theatre, now
for the hardiness of their instruments this month from
the Weinberg Center for the Performing Arts in Frederick, Maryland in
Dr. Virgil Fox, who owns the large touring organ built March, His film accompaniment included a Laurel and Hardy comedy.
for him oy the Macungie, Penna. firm. The organ was
■ being hauled in a semi-truck to San Antonio where Fox Hurvitz won recognition in recent years for his concerts presented at the
was to appear in concert with it.
T addition toAcademy,
while
he was
member of the
forces.
In
the concert,
Music
Box aInternational
hadarmed
a display
of
Floyd Watson, who is a theatre organist in Southern
mechanical
music
makers
in
the
foyer
and
a
calliope
in
the
parking
lot of
California, was driving the rig cn the highway near
the center. There was also an organ grinder with a live monkey as well.
Allen Organ Company got an unsolicited endorsemenl

Loicsburg when a passenger vehicle pulled out of a side

road without stopping and caused Watson to swerve

sharply to avoid colliding. He lost control of the semiand went into the ditch. The tractor and trailer both

came to rest upside down. The other vehicle did not

stop. Trapped in the cab, Watson managed to reach
the horn button with his foot and finally attracted help.
A wrecking truck was on the scene in snort time.

The organ was inspected and except for minor cos
metic work on the case, found to be fully operable. It
was sent on to San Antonio for the concert.

According to word received about the accident,the

area where it occurred appeared to be a graveyard of
trucks. During the period the Fox rig was in the area

KOCH BEST KNOWN ON RADIO, AUTHOR LANDON SAYS

Rev.John W, Landon, author of the book on Jesse Crawford,states in a

letter to The Console that Organist Herbie Koch was better known as a ra-

®^S^nist than a theatre soloist. "It is true Herbie Koch played tlie
DesMoines Paramount,but he was best known for his long association with
radio-television station WHAS,Louisville,Kentucky. A four-manual,16wwAo
^ fromorgan
to his specifications
in one
of the
VyHAS studios
whichwas
hebuilt
broadcast.
Later, with thethere
coming
cf televi
sion, some of his organ programs were televised on WHAS-TVT

"This organ was moved to the Louisville Gardens where it is presently
located and where the Bluegrass Chapter of ATOS (Lexingdon) goes at
least once a year as part of a Louisville organ crawl. The Kilgen is com
pletely playable in its new home.

four other trucks went off the road, under similar cir

Koch aMountain
number outside
of yearsAtlanta.
ago at the
carillon
cumstances. Several high school boys related that the\ ..V
the Confederateinterviewed
Memorial Stone
This
instru-at

"make good money" helping with salvage work created _ment was built for the last New York World's Fair. It is mv understandinv

by the accidents and indicated that this one region is

that Koch now lives in the Louisville area because

their one place where the wrecks pile up. It was also

sometime back he was featured artist at the dedica-

noted that the wrecking truck that serviced the Fox rig

"Stan Todd,as a matter of int^est,was also an

was on the scene almost ahead of any possible means of
anyone being able to call for such a vehicle. It was

miraculous because gasoline was pouting into the cab
onto driver Watson, and help was needed!

organist at the DesMoines Paramount. He later

April

1980

built die Shady Nook Steak House north of Cincinnati where Dave Junchen installed a Wurlitzer organ.'.'

More Progress From Peterson

THE PETERSON ELECTRONIC

LOW NOTE TONE GENERATORS
Voices Now Available
REED

FLUTE

• Available in 32', 16', and 8' pitch range.

Easily adjustable to match almost any reed

• Duplicates the tone and complex natural

voice.

speech characteristics of large stopped pipes.

Available in one, two (or more) octave range.

Available in 32', 16', or 8.' pitch range.

• Provides separate individual adjustment of
three separate partials to permit matching

Simulates special speech characteristics of
reed pipes.

almost any stopped organ pipe.
• Available in any desired number of notes.

THE PETERSON ELECTRONIC LOW NOTE TONE GENERATORS come complete, ready
to attach to any organ as if it were a set of pipes.

There is a simplified single control of tuning of all notes (even when several ranks of Peterson Tone
Generators are used in the same organ). No problem keeping in tune with the pipes.

All tone generating systems come with their own specially designed amplification and speaker systems.
Peterson Electronic Tone Generators for Pipe Organs should not be confused with products'offered

by others, or with the sound produced by electronic organs. Peterson Electronic Voices are the result of
over 30 years of active research and development in the field of electronic tone production, and are truly
worthy of incorporation in any pipe organ without in any way compromising the musical integrity of the
instrument. This Is Our Guarantee. // any Peterson Electronic Tone Generating System fails to

perform to your highest expectations, return it in new condition, within a reasonable time, for a full,
prompt, and unconditional refund. (Installation and freight charges not included).
For further information on Peterson Low Note Tone Generators, and other Peterson Solid State Systems
for pipe organs, please call or write today.

ELECTRO-MUSICAL PRODUCTS

WORTH. ILLINOIS 60482

(312)388-3311

Joe Duel Bella

9 SFC/SO

2147 W, Caton Street

Chicago, Illinois

60647
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